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UNRWA NEWS 
Saudi Arabia gives $71.5  
million for Gaza housing 

Saudi Arabia through the Saudi Fund for 
Development will finance refugee hous-
ing in Rafah, Gaza, to the tune of $ 71.5 
million. The Rafah housing project, 
which began in 2005, has been halted 
for the last three years by the Israeli 
blockade. It will soon be restarted follow-
ing the recent announcement of a partial 
lifting of the blockade to allow a number 
of UNRWA housing and school projects 
to go ahead including the Saudi Project 
for Rehousing Palestine Refugee fami-
lies at Rafah. 
 
UNRWA Commissioner-General, Mr 
Filippo Grandi led an Agency delegation 
to Riyadh to sign the agreement with 
H.E. Eng. Yousef Al Bassam, Vice 
Chairman and Managing Director of the 
Saudi Fund for Development at a sign-
ing ceremony on 10th August. The 
agreement confirms Saudi funding for 
the completion of Phase 1 of the project, 
comprising 752 houses and provides 
additional resources for a new Phase 2, 
comprising a further 779 dwellings. 
 
Mr Grandi said: “Hundreds of refugee 
families in southern Gaza will be de-
lighted at this news. Many of them have 

been forced to live for years in deplor-
able conditions in full sight of their de-
molished houses on which work had 
hardly begun. UNRWA and the refugees 
are grateful to the leadership, govern-
ment, and people of Saudi Arabia, and 
to the Saudi Fund, for their generous 
and consistent support of which this im-
portant pledge is the latest example.” 
 

GCC through the IDB donates 
$15 million for refugees in Gaza  
 

On 8 July, the Islamic Development 
Bank in its capacity as the administrator 
of the GCC Gaza Reconstruction funds 
signed two agreements with UNRWA 
providing $8.3 million to assist families 
whose houses were destroyed during 
Operation Cast Lead and $6.4 million for 
school construction.  
 
A delegation from the IDB led by Mr El 
Mansour Feten, Director of Trust Funds 
Department, visited Jordan to sign the 
agreement with Mr Peter Ford, Repre-
sentative of the UNRWA Commissioner-
General.  
 
The new agreements come on the back 

of two contributions to the Agency in 
January worth $9.2 million in total.  The 
latest agreements will provide assis-
tance to 194 families whose houses 
were destroyed in the Israeli attack on 
Gaza in 2008-9, besides funding the 
construction of four schools.    
  
Welcoming the agreement, Mr Filippo 
Grandi, Commissioner-General of UN-
RWA, said: “These latest agreements 
with the GCC represent the further de-
velopment of a vital strategic coopera-
tion between UNRWA and the GCC 
Gaza Reconstruction Committee acting 
through the IDB. The GCC’s latest gen-
erous contribution will go a significant 
way towards relieving the hardship that 
the refugee families have had to endure 
and allowing us to build much-needed 
schools after three years of not being 
able to build. ” 
 
The new agreements bring the total 
funding to UNRWA from the Programme 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council for the 
Reconstruction of Gaza to $28 million. 
 

UNRWA receives $5.2 million 
from Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
towards its core budget for 
2011 and other years 

UNRWA has received $5.2 million from 
the Government of the Kingdom of 
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Saudi Arabia which represents the 
Kingdom’s annual contribution of $2 
million to the Agency’s core budget, 
together with some payments relating 
to earlier years. 
 
UNRWA Commissioner General, Mr. 
Filippo Grandi, taking delivery of a 
cheque from H.E. Mr Fahd Al Zaid, Am-
bassador of Saudi Arabia to the King-
dom to Jordan, said, “UNRWA is ex-
tremely grateful to the leadership and 
people of Saudi Arabia for this timely 
contribution. It comes at a time when 
the Agency is facing a very worrying 
deficit in funding for its regular pro-
grammes. The Kingdom’s consistent 
support for UNRWA is highly appreci-
ated. ” 
 
Since 2010, Saudi Arabia has in-
creased its contribution to the UNRWA 
General Fund from $1,500,000 to 
$2,000,000 and is the largest annual 
Arab contributor to the Agency’s along 
side Kuwait and Iraq. 

 
UNRWA Commissioner-
General meets Egyptian For-
eign Minister in Cairo 
 
UNRWA Commissioner-General, Mr. 
Filippo Grandi visited Cairo from 4 until 
7 June to meet H.E. Dr Nabil El-Arabi, 
then Foreign Minister of Egypt, Mr. 
Grandi congratulated Dr. El-Arabi on 
his recent appointment as the head of 
the Arab League. Mr. Grandi also met 
the outgoing Secretary General of the 
Arab League Amr Moussa 
 

2011 UNRWA AdCom takes 
place at Dead Sea 
 
The latest meeting of the UNRWA Advi-
sory Commission (AdCom) took place 
from 21 to 22 June at the Movenpick 
Hotel, Dead Sea, Jordan. 
 
In his address to this meeting of host 
and donor states, UNRWA Commis-
sioner General Filippo Grandi referred 
to recent events in the region, and their 
impact on Palestine refugees, highlight-
ing the urgent need for a durable solu-

tion to the Palestinian refugee question 
and the importance of a fully funded 
UNRWA. Mr. Grandi drew attention to 
the Agency’s financial deficit, noting 
that many of the Agency’s programmes 
such as the Emergency Appeal were 
chronically and consistently under-
funded. He also pointed to the pro-
jected deficit in the Agency’s regular 
budget, the General Fund  and the 
$205 million shortfall in the funding of 
the reconstruction of Nahr el Bared 
Camp Lebanon. 
 
Also speaking, Jordanian Prime Minis-
ter, H.E. Mr. Marouf al-Bakheet, in a 
speech delivered by Deputy Prime Min-
ister, H.E. Mr. Saed Hayel el-Sror, said 
that in light of the transformations in the 
Middle East, Palestinian rights are 
“totally in line with the aspirations and 
hopes in the region." In view of  “the 
critical political situation in the region”, 
he called on donors to support UNRWA 
as a bastion of “peace and stability”.  
 
 

UNRWA delegation attends 
OIC meeting of Foreign Minis-
ters in Astana, Kazakhstan 

 
Mr. Peter Ford, 
Representative of 
the Commissioner 
General, was in 
Astana from 28th 
to 30th June for 
this year’s Organi-
zation of the Is-

lamic Conference (OIC) meeting of For-
eign Ministers. 
 
In the margins, Mr. Ford met H.E. Mr. 
Hosham Zibari, Foreign Minister of Iraq, 
Dr. Saeed Al-Shamsi, UAE Assistant 
Foreign Minister, H.H. Sheikh Khaled 
Bin Ahmed, Foreign Minister of Bah-
rain, and H.E. Ahmad Bin Abdulah Al 
Mahmoud, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs of Qatar. 
 
Mr Ford also met Syria’s Deputy For-
eign Minister, H.E. Dr. Faisal Miqdad, 
Mr Jasem Al Mubaraki, Director for In-
ternational Organizations at the Kuwait 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr. Barlybai 

Sadykov, Director for International Or-
ganisations in the Kazakh Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs, Baroness Warsi (British 
Cabinet Minister Without Portfolio), Mr. 
Terje Roed-Larsen, President of the 
International Peace Institute, Professor 
Ikmaluddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary Gen-
eral of the OIC, Mrs. Latifa Akharbach, 
Secretary of State to the Moroccan Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs and Dr. Bashir 
Omar Fadlalla, Director of the Islamic 
Solidarity Fund for Development. 
 
A resolution was passed at the meeting 
calling on members to support UN-
RWA's core budget. 
 

DONOR 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Saudi Committee dispatches  
in-kind food donation to Gaza 
 

On July 31, a convoy of trucks carrying 
food to feed 56,000 families departed 
from the warehouses of the Jordan 
Hashemite Charity Organization in Am-
man, bound for Gaza. This generous 
in-kind contribution from the Saudi 
Committee has provided poor Palestine 
refugee families with essential food 
items (flour, rice, sugar, oil and pulses) 
to mitigate daily hardships. Al-Raya 
International Company has been ap-
pointed by the Saudi Committee to han-
dle the shipment, which was coordi-
nated by the Jordan Hashemite Chari-
table Organization. 
 
UNRWA Representative of the Com-
missioner-General, Mr Peter Ford 
warmly thanked the Saudi Committee 
for its support, saying, “UNRWA is 
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highly appreciative of the commitment 
and generosity that the Saudi Commit-
tee has shown towards the Palestine 
refugees that UNRWA serves. This 
food assistance comes at a time of 
great need for the Agency and the refu-
gees in Gaza as UNRWA is currently 
facing critical shortages in its food dis-
tribution to the poorest. We thank HRH 
Prince Nayef bin AbdulAziz Al Saud, 
Second Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 
of the Interior, Supervisor-General of 
the Saudi Committee, the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, and its people for sup-
porting UNRWA.”  
 
Prior to the dispatch on1 June UNRWA 
hosted a workshop with Mr. Mubarak 
Al-Bakr, Managing Director of the Saudi 
Committee for the Relief of the Pales-
tinian People and Mr Mubarak Saeed 
Bakermoom, General Manager at Al 
Raya International Company at the 
Agency Headquarters in Amman.  Dur-
ing this visit, Mr  Al Bakr also met UN-
RWA Commissioner-General Filippo 
Grandi to discuss future potential coop-
eration.  
 

Turkey donates flour to refu-
gees in Gaza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNRWA has received over 6000MT of  
flour from the Republic of Turkey for 
refugees in Gaza. Distribution of the 
flour worth $2.58m is currently under-
way and will help feed thousands of 
poor refugees in the Gaza Strip.  
 

UNRWA distributes essential food com-
modities and cash subsidies to poor 
families in its five fields of operation in 
order to help alleviate poverty and hun-
ger. Distribution of the Turkish contribu-
tion is expected to be completed 
shortly. 
 

The Turkish government has been a 
steady supporter of UNRWA’s develop-
ment and humanitarian work. Since 
2000 Turkey has contributed almost 
US$ 9,000,000 to UNRWA pro-
grammes and projects.  
 

Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 
Foundation Ramadan contri-
bution received  
 

During the month of Ramadan UNRWA 
has received a generous food donation 
from key partner  Khalifa Bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan Foundation. Half of the contri-
bution went towards purchasing hot 
meals and meat for poor refugees in 
the West Bank, while the other half was 
used to procure protein-rich meals for 
the needy in Gaza. 
 
The project aimed to alleviate poverty 
amongst the poorest refugees by pro-
viding them with adequate nutrition to 

ensure their overall wellbeing during 
the holy month of Ramadan. 
 
In Gaza, under this project, 32,484 
meals were distributed to 97,452 needy 
persons as beneficiaries received  hot  
meals in Ramadan for a period of 15 
days. In the West Bank UNRWA’s relief 
and social services programme distrib-
uted 2.5kg of fresh meat per family in 
all 19 camps. In total, 26 tons of fresh 
meat was distributed over the four Fri-
days of Ramadan to 10,000 poor refu-
gee families. Hot Iftar meals were also 
distributed to beneficiaries in West 
Bank camps. 
 
In both fields the food was distributed 
through UNRWA’s partner organisa-
tions, including community-based or-
ganisations and women’s centres in the 
camps.  
 
KBZF is a regular contributor of food to 
poor refugees during Ramadan, having 
contributed funds towards meat for  
West Bank  refugees last year and fur-
ther funds for poor refugees in the 
Gaza Strip. 
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Iraq contributes to UNRWA’s core programmes 
 
UNRWA has received a contribution of $2 mil-
lion from the Government of Iraq towards the 
Agency’s core programmes. 
 
Welcoming the contribution, UNRWA Commis-
sioner-General, Mr Filippo Grandi said: “We 
are delighted to receive this donation from the 
Government of Iraq, a valuable contributor to 
the Agency in the past. The resumption of an-
nual payments to the Agency comes at a particular time of need for both the 
Agency and the refugees, and we look forward to deepening this reestablish-
ment of cooperation between UNRWA and the Republic of Iraq.” 
 
The new contribution puts Iraq among the top Arab donors to UNRWA's regu-
lar annual budget, alongside Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.  



United Arab Emirates Red 
Crescent contributes over 
$400,000 for food for poor 
refugees during Ramadan 

The United Arab Emirates Red Cres-
cent has contributed $ 408,360 towards 
food for poor refugees in Gaza during 
the month of Ramadan.  
 
The donation was used to buy essential 
commodities such as rice, sugar and oil 
to support 23,976 of the poorest fami-
lies during the month—a total of 65,191 
refugees.  
 
The UAERC is a committed partner of 
the Agency having contributed to major 
projects in the area of construction. Ma-
jor ongoing construction projects 
funded by the UAERC include a $5 mil-
lion housing project in Neirab, Syria, $5 
million for shelter repair in Burj el-
Shemali, Lebanon and two contribu-
tions to shelter repair at Khan Younis in 
the Gaza Strip.    
 

Kuwait Red Crescent provides 
$250,000 for food needs in 
Gaza and $100,000 for Rama-
dan  

The Kuwait Red Crescent Society has 
generously donated $350,000 towards 
UNRWA’s food programmes. $250,000 

will be used to meet the needs of 4700 
abject poor Palestine refugees in the 
Gaza Strip. The contribution will be 
used to purchase basic food items un-
der UNRWA’s Social Safety Net Pro-
gramme. 
A further $100,000 was used to pur-
chase protein-rich meals for 22,272 
refugees in Gaza during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan.  
  
Welcoming the news, UNRWA Com-
missioner- General, Filippo Grandi said 
that, “these donations come at an im-
portant time and will feed thousands of 
refugees. We are grateful to the Kuwait 
Red Crescent for its regular and gener-
ous support.” 
 
The Kuwait Red Crescent is one of UN-
RWA’s most important regional part-
ners, primarily funding interventions in 
food and cash assistance. In 2010 the 
Kuwait Red Crescent contributed al-
most $350,000 towards UNRWA pro-
jects and emergency programmes. 
 

Saudi Arabia donates fifteen 
tonnes of dates to Palestine 
refugees in Lebanon 
 

On 1 July, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
donated 15 tonnes of dates to UNRWA 
for distribution to Palestine refugees 
living in Lebanon during Ramadan. 
 
The dates were officially handed over 
at the Saudi Embassy in Beirut in the 
presence of His Excellency Mr Ali Awad 
Osseiri, Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia in Lebanon, Mr Salvatore 
Lombardo, Director of UNRWA Affairs 
in Lebanon and Mr Mohmoud Al As-
sadi, the Charge' d'affairs at the PLO 
representation in Lebanon. 

 
AAAID contribution received 
 
UNRWA has received $500,000 from 
the Arab Authority for Agricultural In-
vestment and Development in pay-
ments related to earlier years.  
 
The AAAID funded a 19 month Leba-
nese agriculture project which assisted 
176 of the poorest of the poor families 

through in-kind grants in open field agri-
culture, bee keeping, poultry and goats 
to start their own sustainable agricul-
tural activities to generate income while 
boosting the economy in the South of 
Lebanon. 

 
Bahrain contributes to educa-
tion in Gaza 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNRWA and the Bahrain Royal Charity 
Organization (RCO) have signed an 
agreement for the construction of eight 
new classrooms at the existing Fakhari 
Elementary School in Gaza. The class-
rooms will be funded by the Bahrain 
Parliament working through the RCO. 
UNRWA and the RCO also relaunched 
a project to construct a complete new 
school in Gaza.  
 
UNRWA and RCO first signed an 
agreement for a construction of a new 
school in Jabalia Camp in Gaza in April 
2009. However, due to the blockade 
work had been halted. Following recent 
approval, construction of the school can 
now recommence, but at a different site 
in the Tel al Hawwa area of Gaza City.  
 
At a ceremony attended by H.E. Dr Ma-
jed Al Nuaimi, Bahrain Minister of Edu-
cation, and H.E. Mr Nasser Rashed El 
Ka’bi, Ambassador of Bahrain to Jor-
dan, Mr Peter Ford, Representative of 
the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, 
and Dr Mustafa Al Sayed, Secretary-
General of the Royal Charity Organiza-
tion, signed the two new agreements. 
 
Mr. Ford said: “UNRWA is delighted 
that it can now at last move forward on 
building a new school and add eight 
much-needed new classrooms to an 
existing school. UNRWA and the refu-
gees are very grateful to His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, His 
Highness Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
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Khalifah and the RCO for their contin-
ued support.” 
 
Dr Al Sayed said that the RCO was 
pleased with the progress made on two 
other RCO-UNRWA projects in Gaza 
which are nearing completion – a new  
 
health centre at Khan Younis camp and  
a library at Al Fakhoura School in Ja-
balia Camp. 

 
DONOR VISITS & 
MEETINGS 
 
UNRWA delegation meets 
partners in the UAE 
 
In May, an UNRWA delegation led by  
Mr. Peter Ford met in Abu Dhabi Mr. 
Mohamed Al Khoori, General Director 
of the Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

Foundation. Among issues discussed 
was education in Gaza. 

 
UNRWA also met Mr. Mohammad Al 
Suweidi, Acting General Manager of  
the Abu Dhabi Fund for Development 
as well as Abed Allah Mohammed Ala-
wadi, Assistant Secretary General for 
Financial and Administrative Affairs at 
Human Appeal International. 
 
In June, Mr. Ford led an UNRWA dele-
gation in a meeting with UAERC Chair-
man, Mr. Ahmad Humaid Al Mazroui, 
Mr. Mohammad Al Qamzi, Secretary-
General and Dr. Saleh Al Taei, Advisor 

to the Secretary General. During the 
meeting the representatives reviewed 
progress on existing UNRWA projects 
with the UAERC and prospects for fu-
ture cooperation. 
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OPEC Fund contributes $3 million for scholarships and job creation for Palestine refugees 
 
On 24 May, the OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) 
signed a $1 million agreement for UNRWA’s education programme. 
The contribution will be used to fund scholarships for Palestine refu-
gee students in Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, the West Bank and Gaza. 
The fund will allow young Palestine refugees who excel academically 
and would otherwise be unable to afford tertiary education to attend 
university by covering the cost of tuition for the whole duration of their 
degree.  
 
The $1 million from OFID will allow around 100 Palestine refugee stu-
dents to create a better future for themselves and will contribute to the 
economic and social development of the Palestine refugee community 
by creating a skilled workforce.  
 
In addition, the Vienna-based Fund has also pledged $2 million to-

wards UNRWA’s Job Creation programme in Gaza. The contribution will be used to generate some 155,376 working 
days for 1,992 unemployed Palestine refugees (supporting approximately 9,960 dependants) over a three-month pe-
riod. OFID’s generous contribution will help mitigate the impact of widespread poverty by injecting income at the house-
hold level while decreasing the dependency of beneficiaries on emergency assistance and contributing to the revitalisa-
tion of the Gazan economy.  
 
  
OFID is a longstanding partner of UNRWA in the area of microfinance. In addition it has funded food assistance for 
Gaza, and is currently funding the construction of new schools in destroyed Nahr el-Bared Camp, Lebanon. 
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DONOR 
SPOTLIGHT 
 
Interview with Mr. Ahmad  
Humaid Al Mazroui, Chairman 
of the United Arab Emirates 
Red Crescent  
 

 
What is the developmental role played 
by the UAE and the UAERC with re-
gard to funding for developing coun-
tries?  
 
Under the guidance of the leadership of 
the UAE, the UAERC plays a develop-
ment role around the world in response 
to natural and other catastrophes, 
which have become particularly fre-
quent in recent years. In its work, the 
UAERC adheres to the seven funda-
mental principles of the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Cres-
cent Societies, the first fundamental 
principle  of which is “humanity”, a term 
common to all religions. 
 
The international community works co-
operatively to alleviate poverty and suf-
fering in developing countries. History 
has taught us that countries’ fortunes 
rise and fall over time. In our case, the  

late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Ne-
hyan had always reminded us to take 
heed of the lessons of the generation 
before the exploration discovery of oil, 
urging us to learn from them and from 
their experiences in life.      
 
As a main financier in the Arab region, 
how do you feel that the aid landscape 
has changed in light of recent events? 
 
Change is natural. The principle which 
never changes is the principle of 
change itself. Scenarios might change 
but the constants will remain as they 
are. Flexibility is a tool for success. 
Based on this, facets might change or 
forms or aspects  of aid delivery might 
change, but the essence is constant. 
 

Inevitably, recent developments have 
impacted on humanitarian and develop-
ment efforts, which depend mainly on 
the provision of financial resources to 
facilitate work and implement projects. I 
would use this opportunity to appeal to 
the international community to fulfill its 
obligations regarding urgent and press-
ing humanitarian matters, specifically 
the issues of poverty, hunger, famine, 
drought and the development of less 
fortunate communities.       

 
 
Did the financial crisis affect your fund-
ing for projects? 
 
Without a doubt, the global financial 
crisis has overshadowed the whole 
world both directly and indirectly. We 
have thoroughly analysed the crisis and 
this has only increased our firmness, 
persistence, determination and strength 
to move forward resolutely.  
 
Our leadership has taught us that our 
dictionary doesn’t contain the word 
“impossible” and as you know, the most 
interesting success stories in the world 
were born from failure. This is some-
thing we adhere to in our work, with the 
support of God. 
  
Among UAERC's projects which is your 
personal favorite and why? 
 
Well, don’t have one personal favourite 
among the UAERC’s projects, small or 
big. The efforts expended on every pro-
ject are valuable and appreciated. All 
kinds of humanitarian work from relief 
of the poor and affected to sheltering of 
the needy, are rewarded by God. In the 
Quran, the Day of Judgment is noted 
as “The Day when there will not benefit 
[anyone] wealth or children But only 
one who comes to Allah with a sound 
heart."  
 
What motivated you to work in the 

field of development? 

 
Firstly, I ask God to assist me in my 
effective contribution to humanitarian 
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takes health programs and humanitarian projects.  

• Has supported projects in more than 100 countries. 

• In 2009,  gave a total of AED 451.5 million ($122.9 million). 



work. I am grateful to  God and the 
leadership of the UAE which has en-
trusted me, the board members, the 
Secretary-General and all UAERC em-
ployees to undertake this responsibility 
before God and the nation—it’s a huge 
responsibility.  
 
Humanitarian work is not easy and 
there are many obstacles to overcome 
however, it is an interesting job to those 
who find joy in giving whether in terms 
of money, effort or time. Working in this 
important field makes you always feel 
closer to God and encourages you to 
think about those that Allah has tested 
through their suffering. If you undertake 
work with good intentions, God will fa-
cilitate you in serving the needy. More-
over, there is a moral reward only felt 
by those who work hard and sincerely 
to ease the suffering of children and 

bring happiness to the poor and de-
prived.  
 

UNRWA has a longstanding part-

nership with the UAERC. From 

your perspective what is driving 

this partnership forward? 

 
This longstanding partnership is based 
on mutual trust built over the course of 
our cooperation, which will earn itself a 
place in history. Of both parties’ experi-
ences and the joint development pro-
jects implemented in Palestine and 
elsewhere, the Jenin camp reconstruc-
tion project stands as wonderful exam-
ple of constructive and purposeful part-
nership. The Jenin camp project is a 
leading and distinguished humanitarian 
initiative. UNRWA and UAERC have 
demonstrated to the whole world a 
unique example of a partnership for 

humanity and our right to live in dignity.     
   

As you know, UNRWA serves 4.9 

million Palestinian refugees. What 

is the main role played by the 

Agency in the region? 

 
One of the most important roles of the 
Agency was to draw attention to the 
humanitarian situation of Palestine refu-
gees and mobilise support for them 
among the regional and international 
community.  
UNRWA has led the process of estab-
lishing strong partnerships between 
humanitarian organisations in the Arab 
region in order to improve the living 
conditions of Palestinians and protect 
them from poverty and unemployment.  
 
The Agency also plays a vital role in 
providing protection to affected refu-
gees registered in Jordan, Syria, Leba-
non, West Bank and Gaza Strip and in 
finding solutions to crises that might 
arise before and during the delivery of 
relief to beneficiaries through humani-
tarian diplomacy, an area in which UN-
RWA has significant expertise.  
 
What would you say to other or-

ganizations who are thinking of 

partnering with us? 
 

Well, I want to listen to what they say 
as well as speak. But I’ll be glad to ex-
change opinions with those working in 
the humanitarian field and based on 
that I’d encourage them to immediately 
extend relief and support to children, 
women and families, victims of inhu-
mane acts - those whose victims whose 
voices cannot be heard. For these vic-
tims there is a supporter who they can 
trust; these victims have found some-
one to support them, who can act as a 
bridge between them and the donor 
community. This supporter is UNRWA.      
 
 

Al Shuraka extends its 

thanks to Mr Al  Mazroui for 

this interview.  

 

STORIES FROM 
THE FIELD 
 

From Gaza to Formula One: 
Khan Younis students go for 
gold with recycled car 

A group of students from UNRWA’s 
Khan Younis Training Centre (KYTC) in 
Gaza has created a Formula 1-style car 
out of mostly recycled parts. The stu-
dents decided to embark on the project 
as part of this year’s prestigious For-
mula Student competition which took 
place at the Silverstone Circuit in the 
UK from 14 to 17 July.  
 

One of Europe’s biggest student mo-
torsport events, Formula Student chal-
lenges students from around the world 
to design, build and race a single-
seater racing car from scratch. The 
contest serves as a talent-nurturing and 
recruitment event for companies such 
as Jaguar Land Rover, Mercedes-Benz 
and Shell and, features 2,300 students 
in 125 teams from 34 countries. 
 
After weeks of moulding, sanding, and 
painting, the students and their teacher 
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traveled to the Silverstone Circuit, UK 
to take part in the contest. Against all 
the odds, the eleven strong team took 
third prize for what was described as 
their “brilliant business plan”. 
 
With financial support from Bank of Pal-
estine, Pal Tel Group Foundation and 
Al Quds (Jerusalem) Bank, the Khan 
Younis team had been working round 
the clock in preparation for the competi-
tion, said their supervisor, Dr Ghassan 
Abu Orf. The team’s efforts gave an 
insight into the challenges that confront 
the young and talented in the 
Strip. 
 
Because of the Israeli blockade on 
Gaza, most of the parts for the car had 
to be manufactured at the centre’s 
modest workshop. For the engine, the 
team had to buy an old motorcycle to 
use its engine. 
 
In contrast to the international career 
opportunities offered by the Formula 
Student competition, economic pros-
pects for young engineers without the 
opportunity to leave Gaza are bleak. 
The engineering sector in the Strip has 
been decimated by the blockade. 
 
Colin Brown, Director of Engineering at 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers 
said:“It really is inspirational to see a 
team working so hard with the odds 
stacked against them like this. Formula 
Student is a massive challenge in its 
own right, but to be working with almost 
entirely recycled parts in one of the 
most deprived areas in the world is ab-
solutely remarkable.”  
 
Many of the students at the centre are 
classed by UNRWA as abject poor. 
Families living in abject poverty gener-
ally have an income of US$2-3 a day. 
Yet Osama is incredibly proud of his 
team – and proud to be a Palestinian 
refugee living in Gaza. “We are chal-
lenging all the pressures here, and the 
blockade,” he said. “We want to prove 
to the world that even if we are living on 
nothing, we can still create something 
from it!”. 
 

Gaza summer games comes to 
a record-breaking end for 2011 
 
The thirteen thousand children who 
took part in UNRWA’s Gaza Summer 
Games crowned a golden season of 
success, by smashing four Guinness 
World Records including one for the 
largest number of people flying kites 
simultaneously.  

 
In an epic event on the beach in north-
ern Gaza, the  children reclaimed the 
record they set at last year’s Summer 
Games, which was broken in April this 
year by a Chinese kite association fly-
ing 10,465 kites simultaneously. 
 
 
“Taking on the might of China is a 
daunting feat for the children of Gaza,” 
said UNRWA acting director in Gaza,  
Christer Nordahl, “but they have risen 
brilliantly to the challenge as they have 
done three times already this year.” 
 

 
“It was nothing short of miraculous," 
said Chris Gunness, UNRWA Spokes-
person. “The tiny “David” of Gaza has 
overcome the mighty “Goliath” of China; 
even more astonishing that the children 
of Gaza achieved this under the pun-
ishing, illegal blockade. Three-quarters 
of a million children are being collec-
tively punished and there must be 
transparency and accountability to end 
this affront to our humanity. The kites 
will provide another iconic reminder of 
the beauty and potential of these chil-
dren, despite the injustices they face.” 
 
The kite flying event marked the end of 
Summer Games 2011, during which the 
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The games in pictures... 

"We brought happiness to our country 

by breaking the world record. Today 

because we broke the world record I 

feel like I have rights and that I’m like 

everyone else in the world.” 

Nadia el Haddad, 13 

“I’m happy when I’m flying the kites. We 

are the best!” 

Abdullah Musleh, 11 



children of Gaza have smashed the 
world records for the largest number of 

people flying parachutes from the 
ground, the largest number of people 
dribbling footballs simultaneously and  
for producing the world’s largest-ever 
hand print painting. 
 
The Games which are held every year 
thanks to generous donor funding give 
250,000 children across Gaza a much-
needed respite from the difficulties of 

their daily lives – offering them a safe 
place to swim, play and make new 
friends. Due to the tight siege on the 
Strip and difficult living conditions, this 
is the one time in the year children can 
take part in such activities. The activi-
ties serve as immense relief to the chil-
dren of Gaza who have to endure terri-
ble psychological pressure due to con-
ditions in the strip. 
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“I made my kite the Palestinian flag 

and when I fly it I feel like I’m raising 

my country and my flag up, up in the 

sky.” 

Rawia Abd el Dain. 11 

NEEDS FROM THE FIELD 
 
URGENT: Gaza Emergency- Special Appeal to 
Help the Poorest of the Poor  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNRWA’s emergency operations in Gaza are facing a criti-
cal situation. Insufficient funds have led to a reduction in key 
humanitarian interventions such as the Agency’s Job Crea-
tion Programme and back to school cash assistance. 

 
The Agency is currently facing a critical shortfall of 

$36m for its humanitarian programmes in Gaza.  

 

UNRWA is a major employer in Gaza, accounting for 8.9 
percent of all employment in Gaza, including 75.2 percent of 

employment in private services  in the first half of 2011.  
 
The reduction already from 10,000 to 6,500 rolling contracts, 
along with the reality that UNRWA may have to cease all 
contracts, will result in a cumulative loss of more than 2.4 
million job days this year. 
 
The cut in JCP contracts will further have direct conse-
quences on the delivery of UNRWA and other basic public 
services.  

UNRWA provides  41,000 abject poor families and 81,000 
families  who are absolute poor with rations that meet a sig-
nificant part of their basic daily caloric needs.   
 
The reduction in food assistance will require already ex-
tremely vulnerable households to fill the deficit in their 
household budgets at a time when food prices continue to 
soar, further exacerbating their food insecure situation. 
 

 
Many poor families in 
Gaza are unable to pro-
vide their children with 
even the most basic 
needs. 
 
Evidence shows that poor 
nutrition affects students’ 
ability to focus on their 
schoolwork and discour-
ages them to attend school every day affecting academic 
attainments.  
 
UNRWA’s school feeding program mitigates this situation by 
providing nutritional prepared meals and snacks to school-
children in Gaza. With the lack of funds to procure food, the 
program will also be suspended in 1 January.  

If this deficit is not bridged: 
 

• 1 September: no JCP contracts will be  
      issued. 

• 1 January 2012: approximately 600,000 refu-
gees will not receive their 3 month food ration 
and 220,000 school children will not receive 
their second round of school feeding . 

• 1 January 2012: the Community Mental Health  
      Programme will be suspended. 

Job Creation Programme: $11m required so that 

2.4million job days are not lost this year 

Food Aid: $16m required to  prevent half the refugee 
population going without food in 2012 

School Feeding: $6m required to prevent 22,000 
children going without nutritional supplementary 
school feeding 
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The consequence of underfunding will have a direct impact on UNRWA’s credibility not only among its 
1.1 million beneficiaries, but also on the broader UN family in light of UNRWA’s significant operational 
size in the Gaza Strip. The steps that UNRWA has already been compelled to make, and with further cuts 
affecting the livelihoods of almost the entire refugee community, are unprecedented in Gaza.  
 
UNRWA urgently appeals to its donors to step in and save the Agency's humanitarian programmes in 
Gaza upon which so many Palestine refugees depend. 

As of 1 January, UNRWA will suspend individual counsel-
ling to 7,000 children and group counselling to 25,000 chil-
dren. Children in Gaza are regularly exposed to violence, 

basic human rights violations 
and economic and psycho-
logical hardships. UNRWA’s 
Community Mental Health 
Programme aims at mitigat-
ing the negative effects of 
this on refugee children in 
Gaza.  

Community Mental Health:  $3m required to prevent 
suspension of psycho-social support services to 

25,000 children.  
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