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The Advisory Commission (AdCom) commends UNRWA for its sustained delivery of its quality programmes 

and services to Palestine refugees in its fields of operations.  

This document summarizes the recommendations of AdCom members with regard to UNRWA’s Budget, 

Programme Reform Strategies and additional specific issues, in accordance with the mandate of UNRWA 

(General Assembly resolution 302, IV). The Advisory Commission recommends the following:  

 

With regard to UNRWA’s budget, AdCom members:  

 

Remain seriously concerned about the severe and chronic financial shortfall UNRWA is facing and the 

negative consequences on services delivered to Palestine refugees. Welcome UNRWA’s efforts to clarify 

and discuss funding portals (General Fund, Projects, Emergency Appeal), budgeting, prioritization and 

decision making. Emphasize that this is an on-going dialogue and process consistent with past AdCom 

recommendations. Encourage UNRWA to continue providing in a timely manner i) a clear and complete 

overview of the activities to be financed by the respective funding portals, ii) an explanation and outline of 

the linkages between the activities and funding sources, with specific clarity regarding core activities 

financed by short-term funding, iii) a comprehensive budget showing all UNRWA operations and iv) update 

stakeholders on significant decisions affecting budget and service delivery, including decisions taken by  the 

Advisory Committee on Resource Allocation (ACRA). Such steps will enable AdCom members to provide 

better advice to assist UNRWA to argue more credibly for funding from traditional, new and potential 

future donors.  

 

With regard to reforms, AdCom members:  

 

Underscore the need for UNRWA to move forward with its broad range of reforms. Urge UNRWA to i) 

continue the dialogue with host governments on RSS reform, noting the desire of host governments for 

further discussions on this issue ii) clearly and transparently prioritize and cost reform activities as well as 

consider affordability and potential efficiencies in advance of implementing any projects or decisions, iii) to 

develop specific efficiency targets for each of its sectoral reform programmes (education, health, and RSS) 

ahead of the November AdCom, iv) regularly update host and donor representatives of progress in relation 

to the Resource Mobilization Strategy v) strengthen the communication of long term benefits of 

programme reforms for beneficiaries, host governments and donors. 

 

With regard to improved dialogue between UNRWA and relevant stakeholders, AdCom members:  

 

Encourage UNRWA to continue its efforts to strengthen the stakeholder consultations and improve the 

quality and consistency of monitoring and external reporting, including further development and 

promotion of the Harmonized UNRWA-Donor Report among interested donors. Strongly encourage 

UNRWA, in consultation with AdCom members, to i) conduct a mutually agreed assessment of the current 

Medium Term Strategy (MTS) as a critical step towards developing the upcoming MTS ii) provide a clear 

overview and timeline for consultation with AdCom members on the development of the coming MTS. 

AdCom members appreciate that previously adopted recommendations are comprehensively discussed at 

each AdCom meeting. 

 


