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Highlights 31 January-15 February 2013

• The number of Palestine Refugees from Syria (PRS) that have 
approached UNRWA in Lebanon has now exceeded 25,000 
individuals.

• From 9 February to 15 February 2013 UNRWA distributed cash 
to recorded PRS families in Lebanon for housing assistance 
and clothing. An additional distribution will take place on 
20 February 2013 for newcomers recorded between 8-15 
February.

• Since July 2012 a total of 2,186 families have bene�ted from 
services in UNRWA health centres and 400 PRS received 
emergency hospitalization. 

• The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 
2,708 PRS students.

Numbers and Location 

As of 13 February 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon has now 
exceeded 25,000 individuals. The week-long distribution of cash 
assistance for housing and clothing (9 Feb – 15 Feb 2013) has 
enabled UNRWA to conduct these assessments and to pro�le 
the health, education and housing situation of recorded PRS in 
Lebanon. 
The location of PRS individuals in percentages per area across the 
country is: 

UNRWA Appeal and Funding

The Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in 
September 2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities in Lebanon. 
As of 31 December 2012, a total of $1,05 million were funded. On 
19 December 2012, UNRWA launched the updated Response Plan 
for the period January – June 2013. The Plan requires $13.3 million 
for activities to serve an estimated 20,000 PRS. To date $6,23 million 
has been received. 

Funding since September 2012

APPEAL 1 (Sept – Dec 2012): $8,260,000

APPEAL 2 (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000
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UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing 
on subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as 
recreation activities. Additionally, some PRS children have been 
enrolled in regular classes.

Schools are currently preparing for the mid-year exams, scheduled 
to take place in mid March 2013. The special situations facing PRS 
students require a unique approach to assess performance and achie-
vement as well as evaluation. A monitoring, assessing, and follow-up 
plan has been set up that takes into consideration the di!culties PRS 
students might be facing. A "exible, yet fair system of standards is used 
to assess and evaluate the students’ performance and achievement 
levels, regardless of the classes that they are attending. Students 
will therefore sit for exams that are especially tailored accoring their 
needs, in coordination with the di#erent teachers. Exams will assess 
the basic competencies and skills addressed in each class level. 

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 2,708 
PRS students, 1,351 of which are male and 1,357 are female. UNRWA 
has prepared a strategy for the educational needs of those currently 
enrolled and newcomers. PRS students are automatically admitted 
to UNRWA schools upon registration. Currently, 2,093 students are 
attending special classes and 615 are attending regular classes. All 
new arrivals are now being enrolled in special classes. 

Protection, Legal Status and Advice
PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA 
installations to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who are not 
recorded with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene$t from 

UNRWA services and distributions. Upon recording their details with 

UNRWA, PRS will be asked if they wish to provide written consent in 

order to share their data with third party providers of humanitarian 

assistance. It is made clear to PRS families that only relevant data 

(ie. family name, demographic information etc) will be shared. 

Organizations with which UNRWA will share the information will be 

required to sign con$dentiality agreements. 

PRS continue to be issued on arrival in Lebanon with seven day transit 

visas at a cost of 25,000LL which are valid for 15 days. UNRWA has 

been informed that PRS can subsequently obtain a visa for a period 

of three months free of charge. The moratorium which allows PRS 

with expired visas to return to Syria without being subject to $nes 

at the border remains in place. This has been renewed on a monthly 

basis since $rst announced by Security General in September 2012, 

and UNRWA remains cautiously optimistic that the monthly renewal 

will continue. The United Nations (including UNRWA) continues to 

advocate with the Lebanese Government for equal treatment of all 

refugees at the border.

Palestine refugees are not covered under the mandate of UNHCR. 

Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR will be referred to UNRWA 

for assistance.

united nations relief and works agency

for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

Distribution of Assistance to PRS

a. Distributions

From 9 February to 15 February 2013 UNRWA distributed cash to 

recorded PRS families in Lebanon. These distributions have been 

taking place in more than 30 centers in all areas of Lebanon. Each 

family received $130 for housing assistance and each individual 

$20 for clothing. As of 13 February 2013, over 25,000 individuals 

received this assistance from UNRWA. On 20 February an additional 

round of distribution will take place for late recorded PRS.

b. Coordination

UNRWA has strengthened the coordination mechanism and started 

the process of a humanitarian needs and response mapping exercise. 

Contingency planning for the next three months has recently begun, 

in order to adequately prepare UNRWA and partner organizations 

for various scenarios, who are also coordinating in order to 

agree on caseload and the appropriate humanitarian response. 

c. Information Management

With assistance from its partners, UNRWA is developing a mapping 

of consolidated data, including information on Education, Health, 

NFIs, food assistance and demographic information. The aim is 

to provide a broad range of accessable information to be used by 

humanitarian actors, community based organizations and donors.  

In addition, MSB (Swedish Contingency Agency) will shortly be 

seconding an Information Management O!cer to UNRWA Lebanon’s 

emergency section for the Syria crisis. UNRWA is currently gathering 

the data that will be processed and shared in the near future.

UNRWA Health Update 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 

through its 28 health centres. The Agency is coordinating with the 

Lebanese Ministry of Public Health in the National Vaccination 

Campaign for Measles and Polio. UNICEF has provided basic 

emergency kit- vaccination, and ANERA has donated medications.  

Together with donors and partners, UNRWA is also covering secondary 

(100%) and tertiary (50%) hospitalization only for emergency and 

life-saving conditions. These donors include ECHO, Health Care 

Society, Qatar Red Crescent and Medical Aid for Palestinians who 

have supported UNRWA with hospitalization costs. While UNRWA 

covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions to date, 

almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by partner 

NGOs. UNRWA Syria Field O!ce will partially support four cancer 

patients currently in Lebanon in the cost of their medications.


