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Highlights 16 February-1 March 2013

• The number of Palestine refugees from Syria (PRS) that have  
      approached UNRWA in Lebanon has now exceeded 31,500  
 individuals. 
• Since July 2012 a total of 2,388 families have bene�ted from     
 services in UNRWA health centres.
• The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased  
 to 2,977 PRS students. 

Numbers and Location 

The cash distribution for housing and clothing assistance conducted 
in mid-February revealed that 8,822 families received assistance 
corresponding to over 31,500 individuals; half of them are living in the 
South (31% in Saida & 17% in Tyre), 18% in the Beirut area, 15% in the 
North and 19% in Beqaa. The majority of PRS households are living 
inside camps across all areas. The in!ux of PRS is concentrated within 
large camps (Ein El-Helweh, Rashidiyeh, Beddawi  and NBC).

UNRWA Appeal and Funding

The Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in September 
2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities in Lebanon. As of 31 
December 2012, a total of $1,05 million were funded. On 19 December 
2012, UNRWA launched the updated Response Plan for the period 
January – June 2013. The Plan requires $13.3 million for activities to serve 
20,000 PRS, an estimation which has now exceeded by over 50%. To date 
$10,48 million has been received, although some of the contributions go 
beyond the appeal timeframe and up to December 2013.

Funding since January 2013

SECOND APPEAL (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000

Distribution of Assistance to PRS

a. Distributions

From  9  February  to  15  February  2013  UNRWA  distributed  cash  to 
recorded  PRS  families  in  Lebanon.  On 20 February an additional round  
of  distribution  took  place  for  late  recorded  PRS. Each family received 
$130 for housing assistance and each individual $20 for clothing. In 
total 8,822 families bene�ted from this distribution, adding up to 31,732 
individuals.

b. Coordination

UNRWA has strengthened the coordination mechanism and begun a 
humanitarian needs and response mapping exercise. The Agency is 
chairing bi-monthly national general meetings. Sectorial meetings for 
health, education, environmental health, protection and NFIs have been 
held on an had hoc basis. In addition, UNRWA is setting up monthly area 
coordination meetings. During these meetings gaps and duplications 
in the PRS response are being identi�ed and solutions discussed. An 
overall sector response strategy is being established with UNRWA as the 
lead agency.
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UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing 
on Arabic, English and arithmetic as well as recreation activities. 
Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular classes. All 
PRS students from regular classes took mid-year exams over the course 
of the last weeks. 

Currently, schools with special classes are preparing for their !rst-term 

exam which will take place on 11, 12, 13 and 14 of March. Whether 

new comers or previously arrived all PRS students from special classes 

will have to take this exam. Education specialists for Arabic, math, 

English and science are working on preparing these exams based on 

a fair system of standards as well as material prepared by them. Those 

education specialists also prepared the teaching materials for math, 

Arabic, English and science that will be taught in the coming 6 weeks to 

PRS students in special classes.  

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 2,977 

PRS students. Currently, 2,345 students are attending special classes and 

632 are attending regular classes. UNRWA has prepared a strategy for 

the educational needs of those currently enrolled and newcomers. All 

new PRS arrivals of school age once they have recorded their details with 

UNRWA are now automatically being enrolled in special classes. 

Total PRS students enrolled in UNRWA schools in special classes on 

27 February 2013:

Protection, Legal Status and Advice
PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA installations 

to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who are not recorded with 

UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene!t from UNRWA services 

and distributions. Upon recording their details with UNRWA, PRS will be 

asked if they wish to provide written consent in order to share their data 

with third party providers of humanitarian assistance. It is made clear 

to PRS families that only relevant data (ie. family name, demographic 

information etc) will be shared. Organizations with which UNRWA will 

share the information will be required to sign con!dentiality agreements. 

PRS continue to be issued on arrival in Lebanon with seven day transit 

visas at a cost of 25,000LL which are valid for 15 days. UNRWA has been 

informed that PRS can subsequently obtain a visa for a period of three 

months free of charge. The waiver which allows PRS with expired visas 

to return to Syria without being subject to !nes at the border remains in 

place. This has been renewed on a monthly basis since !rst announced 

by Security General in September 2012, and UNRWA remains cautiously 

optimistic that the monthly renewal will continue. The United 

Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the Lebanese 

Government for equal treatment of all refugees at the border.

Palestine refugees are not covered under the mandate of UNHCR. 

Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR will be referred to UNRWA for 

assistance.

united nations relief and works agency

for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

c. Information Management

With assistance from its partners, UNRWA is developing a mapping of 

consolidated data, including information on education, health, NFIs, 

food assistance and demographic information.  The  aim  is to  provide  

a  broad  range  of  accessible  information  to  be  used by humanitarian  

actors,  community  based  organizations  and  donors. The Swedish 

Contingency Agency is seconding Information Management O"cer 

to UNRWA Lebanon’s emergency section for the Syria crisis. UNRWA 

continues to record the information of all PRS who have approached the 

agency into a centralized database. UNRWA will record the information 

of any Palestinians regardless if they are registered with UNRWA, as long 

as they can prove they are Palestinians and have #ed the Syrian con#ict. 

UNRWA Health Update 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 

through its 28 health centers. Together with donors and partners, 

UNRWA is covering secondary and tertiary hospitalization only for 

emergency and life-saving conditions. While UNRWA covers 50% of 

tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions to date, almost 40% of 

the remaining share has been covered by NGO partners. The number 

of newly registered families receiving services in UNRWA’s health clinics 

since the third week of February is 202 families, adding up to a total 

of 2,388 families. The data regarding PRS hospitalization for the entire 

month of February 2013 will be published in the next PRS update.

UNFPA has entered collaboration with UNRWA in reproductive health 

as well as sexual and gender based violence (SGBV) prevention and 

treatment. This collaboration includes a donation of equipment, 

secondment of sta$ and training. In addition,  Médecins sans frontières 

(MSF) will shortly start mental health programs in some of UNRWA’s 

medical facilities. Collaboration may also be extended to other speci!c 

sectors of activities.


