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Highlights 2 April - 19 April 2013

• From 2 April to 10 April 2013 UNRWA distributed cash to   
 42,078 recorded PRS individuals.
• Since August 2012 a total of 34,103 PRS individuals have   
 approached UNRWA to register at UNRWA health centres   
 in Lebanon.  
• The number of PRS children attending UNRWA schools has  
 now reached 3,353 students. 
• The Lebanon Field has been actively involved in the   
                   preparation of the inter-agency UNHCR led Regional   
 Response Plan (RRP5).

Numbers and Location 

As of 19 April 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon is estimated to have 
exceeded 50,000, of which 2,632 PRS individuals are considered as being 
“inactive”, i.e. they have not come forward for the last two distributions in 
February and April. It can be assumed that they have returned to Syria. 

Nearly half of the PRS are living in the South (31% in Saida and 16% in 
Tyre), 17% in the Beirut area, 15% in the North and 21% in Beqaa. The 
majority of PRS households are living inside camps across all areas. 
The in!ux of PRS is concentrated within large camps (Ein El-Helweh, 
Rashidiyeh, Beddawi and Nahr el-Bared camp). 

The location of PRS individuals in percentages per area across the 
country as of 19 April 2013 is as follows:

UNRWA Appeal and Funding

The Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in September 
2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities to serve 10,000 PRS in 
Lebanon. As of 31 December 2012, a total of $1,72 million were funded. 
On 19 December 2012, UNRWA launched the updated Response Plan 
for the period January – June 2013. The Plan requires $13,30 million 
for activities to serve 20,000 PRS, an estimation that has now more 
than doubled. To date $14,86 million have been received or pledged, 
although some of the contributions go beyond the appeal timeframe 
and up to December 2013.

Funding since September 2012

FIRST APPEAL (Sept – Dec 2012): $8,260,000

SECOND APPEAL (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000
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UNRWA Health Update 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications
through its 28 health centres. Together with donors and partners,
UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary
hospitalization but only for emergency and life-saving conditions. While
UNRWA covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions
to date, almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO 
partners.

The number of consultations in UNRWA health centers since January
2013 is 34,103. 70% of PRS who approach UNRWA
clinics receive medication. Since August 2012 a total of 34,103 PRS 
individuals have approached UNRWA to register at UNRWA health

centers in Lebanon. The number of secondary hospitalizations for life-
threatening conditions from January until the end of March is 731 while 
the number of tertiary hospitalizations for life-threatening conditions 
during the same period is 29.

Recently, UNRWA has also started to support PRS patients su!ering from

catastrophic health conditions though services provided by the CARE 

programme. This means that additional support will be provided to 

patients to cover their expensive medical bills including hospitalization 

($8,000 and more) and cancer medications and radiotherapy sessions. 

In addition, medical bills of patients su!ering from Multiple Sclerosis 

& Sickle Cell Anemia & Thalassemia (11 years and below) will also be 

covered. 

UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing 

on Arabic, English and arithmetic as well as recreational activities. 

Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular classes. 

Since March, teaching has begun for the second part of the curriculum 

for Math, English, Arabic and Science for all grades in special PRS classes.

The education department is in the process of distributing vouchers with 

value of 50,000 L.L to each PRS child enrolled in an UNRWA school. This 

will allow the children more personal freedom to choose what clothes 

they prefer.  This initiative has been funded by UNICEF.

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 3,353 

students. As of 18 April 2013 2,690 students are attending special classes 

and 663 are attending regular classes. UNRWA has prepared a strategy 

for the educational needs of those currently enrolled and newcomers. 

PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon 

registration.

Protection, Legal Status and Advice
UNRWA has positioned a Monitoring and Reporting O"cer at the border 

in Maznaa. Part of the responsibility includes monitoring the border and 

reporting on any protection issues if they arise. The sta! member will 

also inform about advocacy e!orts to ensure that the border remains 

open.

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA installations 

to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who are not recorded with 

UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene#t from UNRWA services and 

distributions. Upon recording their details with UNRWA, PRS are asked 

if they wish to provide written consent in order to share their data with 

third party providers of humanitarian assistance. 

PRS continue to be issued seven day transit visa upon their arrival in 

Lebanon at a cost of 25,000LL which are valid for 15 days. UNRWA has 

been informed that PRS can subsequently obtain a visa for a period of 

three months free of charge. The arrangement which allows PRS with 

expired visas to return to Syria without being subject to #nes at the 

border remains in place. This has been renewed on a monthly basis since 

#rst announced by Security General in September 2012, and UNRWA 

remains cautiously optimistic that the monthly renewal will continue. 

The United Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese Government for equal treatment of all refugees at the border.

Palestine refugees in Lebanon are not covered under the mandate of 

UNHCR. Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR will be referred to 

UNRWA for assistance.
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The Lebanon Field has been actively involved in the preparation of the 

inter-agency UNHCR led Regional Response Plan (RRP5) for the Lebanon 

emergency response to the Syria crisis. This Plan will update the current 

Appeal and is due to be launched in May 2013 in Geneva, Switzerland. 

The Plan is divided by sector (Education, Health, Shelter, Protection, 

including Coordination, Communications and Recording of PRS, Shelter, 

Food and WASH.)

Distribution of Assistance to PRS

a. Distributions

The third UNRWA cash distribution for PRS took place during the #rst 

week of April. Cash for housing assistance was distributed to families 

as follows: 160,000 LBP ($107) was distributed to families with 1-3 

members and 220,000 LBP ($147) to families with 4 members or more. 

For food assistance 30,000 LBP ($20) was distributed to each individual. 

The assistance, which totalled $2.36 million, was made possible through 

the generous donations from the EU and Germany. 

b. Coordination

Both NFI and Health coordination meetings were held with implementing 

partners over the last two weeks in order to share information and 

provide updates on strategic interventions. Coordination also continues 

at area level with a meeting held this week a meeting at the Central 

Lebanon Level. 

b. Information Management

The positioning of a Monitoring and Reporting O"cer in Beqaa with 

regular access to the border has facilitated the dissemination of crucial 

information, such as the importance of recording oneself with UNRWA 

upon crossing the border and the services available to PRS.   

Furthermore, the Agency strengthened its communication with all PRS 

in the various areas and camps of Lebanon and reinforced its recording 

process by hiring more social workers and data entry o"cers to ensure 

prompt recording.

In view of the fact that the majority of the newcomers are travelling 

directly from Syria to their #nal destination in Lebanon in public 

transportation and therefore do not have the 'exibility of stopping on 

their way, the option of opening an o"ce at Masnaa border to record 

new comers was taken into consideration by UNRWA. However, after 

taking into account the various factors involved, it was decided not to 

pursue this option further as the setting up of the border o"ce would 

not have served as an e!ective way of engaging with the PRS. 


