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Highlights 20 April - 8 May 2013

• As of 3 May 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon is estimated  
 to have reached 51,900 individuals.   
• A total of 34,132 PRS individuals have received services at  
 UNRWA health centres in Lebanon since August 2012.  
• 3,642 PRS children are now attending UNRWA schools. 
• 8 shelters for 87 PRS families in Saida and Tyre have been   
 rehabilitated and 6 more have been approved. 

Numbers and Location 

As of 3 May 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon is estimated that 51,900 
PRS individuals currently reside in Lebanon. 

The location of PRS individuals in percentages per area across the 
country as of 3 May 2013 is as follows:

UNRWA Appeal and Funding

The Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in September 
2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities to serve 10,000 PRS in 
Lebanon. As of 31 December 2012, a total of $1,71 million were funded. 
The updated Response Plan for the period January – June 2013 requires 
$13,30 million for activities to serve 20,000 PRS, an estimation that has

now more than doubled. To date $17,23 million have been received or 

pledged, although some of the contributions go beyond the appeal 

timeframe and up to December 2013. UNRWA will be fully part of the 

RRP5 (as well as the SHARP in Syria) and will launch its own regional 

appeal on the 28th of May.

Funding since September 2012

FIRST APPEAL (Sept – Dec 2012): $8,260,000

SECOND APPEAL (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000
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UNRWA Health Update 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications
through its 28 health centres. Together with donors and partners,
UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary
hospitalization but only for emergency and life-saving conditions. While
UNRWA covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions
to date, almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO 
partners. 

Recently, UNRWA has also started to support PRS patients su!ering from
catastrophic health conditions through services provided by the CARE 
programme. This means that additional support will be provided to 
patients to cover their expensive medical bills including hospitalization 
($8,000 and more), cancer medications and radiotherapy sessions. In 
addition, medical bills of patients su!ering from Multiple Sclerosis 
& Sickle Cell Anemia & Thalassemia (11 years and below) will also be 
covered. 

In response to an increasing number of children a!ected by lice and 
scabies recently, UNRWA is addressing the issue through its health clinics 
and schools, where anti-lice shampoo has been distributed. UNRWA is 
also working with UNICEF on securing additional stocks for treatment 
of scabies.

 Protection, Legal Status and Advice
UNRWA has positioned a Monitoring and Reporting O"cer at the border 
in Maznaa. Part of the responsibility includes monitoring the border and 
reporting on any protection issues if they arise. The sta! member will 
also inform about advocacy e!orts to ensure that the border remains 
open.

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA installations 
to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who are not recorded with 
UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene#t from UNRWA services and 
distributions. Upon recording their details with UNRWA, PRS are asked 
if they wish to provide written consent in order to share their data with 
third party providers of humanitarian assistance. 

PRS continue to be issued seven day transit visa upon their arrival in 
Lebanon at a cost of 25,000LL which are valid for 15 days. UNRWA has 
been informed that PRS can subsequently obtain a visa for a period of 
three months free of charge. The arrangement which allows PRS with 
expired visas to return to Syria without being subject to #nes at the 
border remains in place. This has been renewed on a monthly basis since 
#rst announced by Security General in September 2012, and UNRWA 
remains cautiously optimistic that the monthly renewal will continue. 
The United Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the 
Lebanese Government for equal treatment of all refugees at the border.

Palestine refugees in Lebanon are not covered under the mandate of 
UNHCR. Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR will be referred to 
UNRWA for assistance. 
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Shelter Rehabilitation
UNRWA has actively been responding to the much needed shelter 
rehabilitations for PRS. As of 7 May 2013, eight requested shelters have 
been completed of which six are located in Saida and two in Tyre. 87 
families are now provided with adequate housing. Six additional shelter 
requests have been approved but not yet completed which will provide 
housing for 60 more families. Three of these shelters are in Saida and 
three in Tyre. 

Communication
The Agency strengthened its communication with all PRS in the various 
areas and camps of Lebanon and reinforced its recording process by 
hiring more social workers and data entry o"cers to ensure prompt 
recording.

UNRWA is actively participating to the sectorial coordination meetings 
lead by UNHCR and is in regular bi-laterally follow up with UN agencies 
(UNICEF, WFP and UNHCR) and International and local NGOs. Field 
coordination meetings have been reinforce with a dedicated sta!.  

UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing 
on Arabic, English and arithmetic as well as recreational activities. 
Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular classes. 
From 25 April to 2 May 2013, the Agency’s Education Department has 
distributed 50,000 LL clothing-vouchers for PRS children enrolled in 
UNRWA thanks to a generous donation by UNICEF. 

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 3,642 PRS 
students. As of 6 May 2013, 2,983 students are attending special classes 
and 641 are attending regular classes. UNRWA has prepared a strategy 
for the educational needs of those currently enrolled and newcomers. 
PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon 
registration.

Total PRS students enrolled at UNRWA schools in special classes on 6 May 
2013: 


