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Highlights 9 May - 22 May 2013

• As of 20 May 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon is estimated  
 to have reached 54,500 individuals.   
• A total of 8,414 PRS families are registered at UNRWA health  
 centres in Lebanon since August 2012.  
• 3,704 PRS children are now enrolled in UNRWA schools. 

Numbers and Location 

As of 20 May 2013, it is estimated that 54,500 PRS individuals currently 
reside in Lebanon. 

The location of PRS individuals in percentages per area across the 
country as of 20 May 2013 is as follows:

Funding and Regional Response Plan

UNRWA’s Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in 
September 2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities to serve 10,000 
PRS in Lebanon. Until 31 December 2012, a total of $1.71 million were 
funded*. The Regional Response Plan for the period January – June 2013 
(RRP4) originally required $13.30 million for activities to serve 20,000 
PRS, an estimation that has now more than doubled. Since January 2013, 
$25.02 million have been received or committed, although some of the 
contributions go beyond the appeal’s timeframe and up to December 
2013. UNRWA is included in the RRP5 as well as the SHARP in Syria. 

* ECHO: $654,450; ERF: $249,177; Norway: $71,101; Saudi Committee: $286,431; 

UNICEF: $50,000; USA: $400,000

Funding since January 2013

SECOND APPEAL (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000

Coordination

The Agency is currently working with UNICEF on a plan to cover the 
needs in Protection, Education and Health until the end of the year 2013. 

In addition, area level coordination meetings continue to take place on 
a monthly basis with bi-lateral follow up. During these meetings gaps 
and duplications in the PRS response are being identi�ed and solutions 
discussed. An overall sector response strategy has been established with 
UNRWA as the lead agency. As such, PRS new comers in Saida, Tyre and 
Beqaa are being refered to the Danish Refugee Council for distribution 
of NFIs since April 2013.

Moreover, discussions are ongoing regarding a possible collaboration 
with the World Food Program. 
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 Shelter Rehabilitation

UNRWA has actively been responding to the much needed shelter
rehabilitations for PRS. Currently, eight requested shelters have
been completed of which six are located in Saida and two in Tyre. 87
families are now provided with adequate housing. Six additional shelter
requests have been approved but not yet completed which will provide
housing for 60 more families. Three of these shelters are in Saida and
three in Tyre. 

Protection, Legal Status and Advice
UNRWA has positioned a Monitoring and Reporting O!cer at the border 
in Masna’a to provide on the spot advice and direction to PRS as they 
arrive in Lebanon, alerting them to the services o"ered by UNRWA and 
the procedures through which assistance can be accessed. The sta" 
member also reports on any speci#c protection concerns and on the 
$ow of PRS tra!c through the boder crossing.

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA 

installations to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who do not 

record with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene#t from some of 

the assistance provided by UNRWA to PRS. Upon recording their details 

with UNRWA, PRS are asked if they wish to provide written consent in 

order to share their data with third party providers of humanitarian 

assistance. To date, UNRWA has entered into data-sharing agreements 

with three organizations.

PRS  continue  to  be  issued  seven  day  transit  visas (valid for 15 

days)  costing 25,000 LL ($17) upon  their  arrival  in Lebanon . PRS can 

subsequently obtain a visa for a period of three months  free  of  charge. 

The  arrangement which allows  PRS  with expired  visas  to  return  to  

Syria  without  being  subject  to  #nes  at  the border remains in place. 

This has been renewed on a monthly basis since #rst  announced by  

Security General  in  September  2012,  and UNRWA remains  cautiously  

optimistic  that  the monthly  renewal  will  continue. 

UNRWA’s Protection Unit will shortly begin a mapping of child 

protection and sexual and gender-based violence services in the camps 

in coordination with the child protection and SGBV sector leads. UNRWA 

will take the lead in mapping the camps and gatherings. The mapping 

will be integrated into our regular programming and the results will be 

used to enhance coordination, referrals and access the services currently 

available. 

The United Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese Government for equal treatment of all refugees at the border. 

Palestine  refugees  in  Lebanon  are  not  covered  under  the mandate  

of UNHCR.  Palestine  refugees  that  approach  UNHCR  will  be  referred  

to UNRWA for assistance. 

united nations relief and works agency

for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing 

on Arabic, English and arithmetic as well as recreational activities. 

Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular classes. 

Thanks to a generous donation from the Norwegian government, 

UNRWA’s education department has been able to distribute clothing-

vouchers to about 240 PRS children enrolled in UNRWA schools between 

10 May and 20 May 2013.

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 3,704 PRS 

students. As of 16 May 2013, 3,027 students are attending special classes 

and 644 are attending regular classes. UNRWA has prepared a strategy 

for the educational needs of the students that are currently enrolled as 

well as newcomers. PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA 

schools upon registration.

Total PRS students enrolled at UNRWA schools in special classes on 16 

May 2013:

UNRWA Health Update 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 

through its 28 health centres. Together with donors and partners, 

UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary 

hospitalization but only for emergency and life-saving conditions. While

UNRWA covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions 

to date, almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO 

partners. 

Recently, UNRWA has also started to support PRS patients su"ering from

catastrophic health conditions through services provided by the CARE 

programme. This means that additional support will be provided to 

patients to cover their expensive medical bills including hospitalization 

($8,000 and more), cancer medications and radiotherapy sessions. In 

addition, medical bills of patients su"ering from Multiple Sclerosis 

& Sickle Cell Anemia & Thalassemia (11 years and below) will also be 

covered. 


