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Highlights 8 June - 28 June 2013

• As of 28 June 2013 the number of PRS in Lebanon is    
estimated to have reached 65,583 individuals. `

• 7 more collective shelters in Saida and Tyre have been identi�ed 
for rehabilitation and are under assessment.

• A fourth round of cash distributions was carried out from 17 to 22  
June 2013 accross all areas of Lebanon. 

Numbers and Location 

As of 28 June 2013, it is estimated that 65,583 PRS individuals currently 
reside in Lebanon. 

Location of PRS individuals per area across the country and percentage 
increase as of 28 June is as follows

Funding and Regional Response Plan

Following the launch of the inter-agency RRP5 in Geneva on 7 June 
2013, UNRWA launched its Syria Regional Crisis Response July – 
December 2013 on 12 June 2013 in Jerusalem. The total amount 
requested by UNRWA for Lebanon is $44.7 million for July – December 
2013 bringing the total needs for the entire year to $65 million. 

Funding since January 2013

UNRWA’s Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in 
September 2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities to serve 10,000 
PRS in Lebanon. Until 31 December 2012, a total of $1.71 million were 
funded*. UNRWA Syria crisis response for the period January – June 2013 
(RRP4) originally required $13.30 million for activities to serve 20,000 
PRS, an estimation that has now more than tripled.  The Syria region 
crisis response re-assessed the budget fot January - June 2013 from $ 
13,3 million to $ 20,4 million for a total budget of $ 65 million for the 
period January - December 2013. Since January 2013, $27.77 million 
have been received or committed. 

Coordination

Both area level and bi-lateral coordination meetings continued  to 
take place throughout the month of June. UNRWA continues to 
coordinate with partner organizations to minimize any gaps in services.  
Coordination with UNCHR is ongoing. 

* ECHO: $654,450; ERF: $249,177; Norway: $71,101; Saudi Committee: $286,431; 

UNICEF: $50,000; USA: $400,000
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UNRWA Health Update

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 
through its 28 health centres. Together with donors and partners, 
UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary 
hospitalization but only for emergency and life-saving conditions. While
UNRWA covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions 
to date, almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO 
partners. 

Additionally the Health Department conducted health awareness 
sessions during the recent PRS distribution. Two nurses from each area 
provided information and distributed brochures, kindly donated by 
WHO, about scabies prevention and treatment. In order to enhance 
personal health service provision for PRS in UNRWA clinics and hospitals, 
UNRWA Health sta!, amongst others, attended a Minimum Initial 
Service Package (MISP) workshop organized by UNFPA and the Ministry 
of Public Health (MoPH).

Protection, Legal Status and Advice

UNRWA has positioned a Monitoring and Reporting O"cer at the border 
in Masna’a to provide on the spot advice and direction to PRS as they 
arrive in Lebanon, alerting them to the services o!ered by UNRWA and 
the procedures through which assistance can be accessed. The sta! 
member also reports on any speci#c protection concerns and on the 
$ow of PRS tra"c through the border crossing.

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA 

installations to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who do not 

record with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene#t from some of 

the assistance provided by UNRWA to PRS. Upon recording their details 

with UNRWA, PRS are asked if they wish to provide written consent in 

order to share their data with third party providers of humanitarian 

assistance. To date, UNRWA has entered into data-sharing agreements 

with three organizations.

PRS    continue    to    be    issued    seven    day    transit    visas  (valid  for  

15 days)  costing 25,000 LL ($17) upon  their  arrival  in Lebanon. On the 

expiry of this entry visa, PRS were initially required to obtain a three-

month short-term stay visa at a cost of LL50,000 ($33).  In February 2013 

a circular issued by the Directorate General of General Security stipulated 

PRS can obtain the visa for a period of three months  free  of  charge. The  

government had previously announced an amnesty in September 2012 

which allows  PRS  with expired  visas  to  return  to  Syria  within one 

year of their entry to Lebanon without  being  subject  to  #nes  at  the 

border. This remains in place.  As of June 2013 PRS who wish to remain 

in Lebanon for more than a year are expected to pay a 300,000LL($200) 

fee. Those who pay the fee will be able to continue to renew their three 

month temporary residence for another year. 

The United Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese Government for equal treatment of all refugees at the border. 

Palestine  refugees  in  Lebanon  are  not  covered  under  the mandate  

of UNHCR.  Palestine  refugees  that  approach  UNHCR  will  be  referred  

to UNRWA for assistance. 
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Emergency Relief Assistance

The fourth UNRWA cash distribution for PRS took place from 17 to 22 

June in all #ve areas of Lebanon, impacting 57,781 PRS. The assistance 

totalled LBP 7,027,950,000 ($ 4,685,300). Families of 1 to 3 members 

received LBP 200,000 ($133) for housing assistance, while families of 

4 members and above received LBP 300,000 ($200). In addition, each 

person received LBP 50,000 ($33) for food asistance.  A catch-up session 

will take place on 2 July 2013. The amount of LBP 435,550,000 ($290,367) 

will be distributed to 3,245 PRS (1,160 families).

Shelter Rehabilitation 

UNRWA has actively been responding to the much needed collective 

shelters rehabilitations for PRS. Currently, eight requested shelters, six 

in Saida and two in Tyre, have been completed for 87 families. Eleven 

additional requested shelter rehabilitations have been assessed and 

were approved. They will provide housing to a total of 88 families. 

Rehabilitation works are currently being carried out for four shelters 

located in Saida, six in Tyre and one in the Central Lebanon Area. Seven 

other requests are under assessment, 6 in Tyre and 1 in Saida.

WASH

The Agency has added sanitation workers and increased support for 

water networks in coordination with the Popular Committees accross 

camps in Lebanon.

UNRWA Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 

subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreation 

activities. Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular 

classes. 

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 3,945 

PRS students. As of 21 June 2013, 3,277 students are attending special 

classes and 668 are attending regular classes. All new arrivals are now 

being enrolled in special classes. UNRWA has prepared a strategy for 

the educational needs of those currently enrolled and newcomers. 

PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon 

registration. 

On 17 June 2013, the Education department started phase IV of 

UNRWA Emergency Education Programme that consists of teaching 

the Lebanese curriculum. Education Specialists (ESs) responsible 

for PRS students conducted #eld school visits to the PRS centers and 

met with teachers and headmasters to discuss the lesson plan for the 

Lebanese curriculum. 3,102 PRS students in special classes sat for the 

second semester exams, which took place from 3 to 8 June 2013. All PRS 

students received Lebanese curriculum textbooks.


