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Highlights 12 August - 6 September 2013

• A PRS headcount which took place from 19 to 30 August con�rmed 
that an estimated 45,000 PRS are living in Lebanon

• The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools is 5,722 PRS students, 
as of 6 September 2013

• Winterization planning started on 3 September 2013

Numbers and Location 

As of 6 September 2013, 93,000 PRS individuals are recorded with 
UNRWA in Lebanon. A headcount of PRS conducted in late August 
con�rmed the presence of estimated 45,000 PRS (including cases under 
appeal) who consistently rely on UNRWA services.

Map: Location per area of 43,000 PRS con�rmed in the headcount (not 

counting cases under appeal) compared with estimated number of 

Palestinians in Lebanon.

 

Funding since January 2013

UNRWA Syria crisis response in Lebanon for the period January – June 

2013, originally requesting $13.30 million to serve 20,000 PRS, has later 

re-assessed the budget for the same period to up to $20.4 million. The 

total appeal for the period January - December 2013 is $65 million. 

Since January 2013, $45 million has been received or committed. In 

addition, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) has provided an in-

kind donation of two sta! members (an Emergency Coordinator and a 

Management Information O�cer).
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The Education department continues to improve the PRS teachers’ skills 
and knowledge and in this regards PRS teachers from Saida and NLA 
attended a workshop on educational issues on 17-18 and 19-20 August 
2013.

Coordination

A winterization meeting was held on 3 September 2013 to coordinate 
UNRWA and partners’ response to the needs for the upcoming winter 
and the distribution of Non-Food Items (NFI). Based on the Agency’s 
current caseload and rough projections as well as the inputs from partner 
agencies, the Emergency Unit has mapped out the needs for the winter 
period identifying the critical gaps. UNRWA will receive funding for fuel 
from DFID and UNICEF and for children’s clothes and shoes from UNICEF, 
while it has itself a valuable contingency stock of NFI. Critical needs not 
covered by partners include shelters and blankets in the Bekka area.

Winterization activities are scheduled to be implemented over !ve 

months between November 2013 and March 2014.

Protection, Legal Status and Advice

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA 

installations to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who do not 

record with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene!t from some of 

the assistance provided by UNRWA to PRS. 

PRS    continue    to    be    issued    seven    day    transit    visas  (valid  

for  15 days)  costing 25,000 LL ($17) upon  their  arrival  in Lebanon. 

On the expiry of this entry visa, PRS were initially required to obtain a 

three-month short-term stay visa at a cost of 50,000 LL ($33).  In February 

2013 a circular issued by the Directorate General of General Security 

stipulated that PRS can obtain the visa for a period of three months  free  

of  charge. The  government had previously announced an amnesty in 

September 2012 which allows  PRS  with expired  visas  to  return  to  

Syria  within one year of their entry to Lebanon without  being  subject  

to  !nes  at  the border. This remains in place.  PRS who wish to remain 

in Lebanon for more than a year are expected to pay a 300,000 LL ($200) 

fee. Those who pay the fee will be able to continue to renew their three 

month temporary residence for another year. 

In recent weeks a number of refugees from Syria (including PRS) have 

been denied entry into Lebanon after the introduction of new restrictions. 

UNRWA has been informed that the new measures are being applied 

to Syrians and PRS alike and that no additional restrictions on entry by 

PRS have been introduced. UNRWA has also received assurances that the 

same will apply in case of a mass in"ux.

The United Nations, including UNRWA, continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese authorities for equal treatment of all refugees at the border. 

Palestine  refugees  in  Lebanon  are  not  covered  under  the mandate  

of UNHCR.  Palestine  refugees  that  approach  UNHCR  are  referred  to 

UNRWA for assistance.
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Emergency Relief Assistance

PRS Headcount

UNRWA conducted a headcount of PRS in Lebanon from 19 to 30 

August, which con!rms that an estimated 45,000 are currently residing 

in Lebanon and rely on UNRWA for services. The con"ict in Syria has 

driven huge numbers of refugees back and forth across borders fearing 

for their lives and the lives of their families. UNRWA is focusing on the 

more sedentary sectors of population, who are clearly in need of longer-

term assistance, while doing its best to deal with the immediate needs 

of the most vulnerable refugees. All of this is being done transparently, 

accountably and in a manner which is responsive to the constantly 

changing needs of the bene!ciary communities.

Safe Spaces for Children supported by UNICEF

Additionally, a pilot project was recently launched in partnership with 

UNICEF for the establishment of temporary “safe spaces for children” 

(SSC) for PRS in three UNRWA headcount sites (Bekka, Tyre and Beirut). 

Providing children with safe places is key to protect them from harm, 

help them regain a sense of normalcy and allow them to be children in 

di#cult and often chaotic surroundings. The spaces are equipped with 

recreational materials and facilitated by trained animators/volunteers 

that create a positive environment for the children. To date, the child 

friendly spaces (CFS) have been accessed by over 3,071 children in only 

a 8 day period between 20 and 28 August.

Shelter Rehabilitation

UNRWA has actively been responding to the much needed collective 

shelters rehabilitations for PRS. Currently, thirteen requested shelters 

(eight in Saida, four in Tyre and one in CLA), have been rehabilitated 

for 132 families. Five additional requested shelter rehabilitation have 

been assessed and approved for 48 families. Rehabilitation works are 

currently being carried out for nine shelters (seven in Tyre and two in 

Saida housing 61 families). Seven other requests are under assessment 

(!ve in Tyre and two in Saida).

Education Update

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreational and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 

subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreational 

activities. Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular 

classes. 

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools is 5,722. As of 6 

September, 4,683 PRS students are attending special classes and 1,039 

are attending regular classes. UNRWA is actively encouraging parents to 

enroll their children in school. UNRWA has prepared a strategy for both 

the continuing education needs of those who are currently enrolled 

and newcomers. PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA 

schools upon registration. 

In preparation for the PRS summer recreational activities “Play & Learn”, 

about 180 PRS teachers from all areas attended the recreational training 

conducted by Naba’a Association, from 13 to 20 August 2013. 

PRS summer recreational activities “Play & Learn” started on 21 August 

2013 in 26 locations across Lebanon. They consist of ten days of sport, 

handicrafts, arts, and traditional Palestinian folklore and ended with 

a closing Festival on 3 September 2013. Up to 4000 PRS students in 

grades 1 to 12 participated in these activities. 


