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Highlights 9 - 27 September 2013

• The number of PRS in Lebanon is estimated to be 47,000 
• The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has almost doubled 

to 6,687 PRS students, as of 27 September 2013
• 57,049 PRS that have received services in UNRWA Health Centres
• Following an outbreak of diarrhoeal disease, a coordinated 

emergency response took place from 12 - 14 September 2013 in 
Qarameh gathering, adjacent to Ein el-Hilweh Camp

Numbers and Location 

As of 27 September 2013, 93,000 PRS individuals are recorded with 
UNRWA in Lebanon. However, a headcount of PRS conducted in late 
August con�rmed the presence of approximately 47,000 PRS (including 
cases under appeal) who consistently rely on UNRWA services.

Map: Location per area of 43,000 PRS con�rmed in the headcount carried 

out from 19 - 30 August (not counting cases under appeal or new arrivals 

since 1 September) compared with estimated number of Palestinians in 

Lebanon.

 

Funding since January 2013

UNRWA through its Syria crisis response in Lebanon (January – June 

2013), originally requested $13.30 million to serve 20,000 PRS, however, 

following a re-assessment of needs, this �gure was revised upwards 

to $20.4 million. The total appeal for the period January - December 

2013 is $65 million. Since January 2013, $50 million has been received 

or committed. In addition, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) 

has provided an in-kind donation of two sta! members (an Emergency 

Coordinator and a Management Information O�cer).
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Coordination

Following the shift in UNRWA’s relief cash assistance from cash 
distribution to the ATM cards system, from 20 - 25 September UNRWA 
distributed ATM cards to approximately 13,000 PRS families living in 
all !ve areas of the country, with a catch-up session conducted on 26 

September. A total of LBP 50,000 ($33) per person will be credited to 

the PRS’ cards and made available for food assistance on 2, 4, 7 and 9 

October. During the same period, families of 1 to 4 members will also 

receive LBP 200,000 ($133) and families of 4 and more members LBP 

300,000 ($200) for housing assistance.

Bene!tting from the technical support of the World Food Programme 

(WFP), UNRWA has started a needs assessment based on a representative 

sample of the PRS population in Lebanon. The collection of data is 

expected to be completed before mid-October. In addition, counting 

on the expertise of the WFP, UNRWA will reinforce its assessment, 

monitoring and evaluation capacity. 

Protection, Legal Status and Advice

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA 

installations to provide it with their details. PRS who do not record 

with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene!t from some of the 

assistance provided by UNRWA to PRS. 

PRS    continue    to    be    issued    seven    day    transit    visas  (valid  for  

15 days)  costing LBP 25,000 ($17) upon  their  arrival  in Lebanon. On 

the expiry of this entry visa, PRS were initially required to obtain a three-

month short-term stay visa at a cost of LBP 50,000 ($33).  In February 

2013 a circular issued by the Directorate General of General Security 

stipulated that PRS can obtain the visa for a period of three months  free  

of  charge. The  government had previously announced an amnesty in 

September 2012 which allows  PRS  with expired  visas  to  return  to  

Syria  within one year of their entry to Lebanon without  being  subject  

to  !nes  at  the border. This remains in place.  PRS who wish to remain 

in Lebanon for more than a year are expected to pay a 300,000 LL ($200) 

fee. Those who pay the fee will be able to continue to renew their three 

month temporary residence for another year. 

In recent weeks a number of refugees from Syria (including PRS) have 

been denied entry into Lebanon after the introduction of de facto 

restrictions. UNRWA has been informed that the new measures are 

being applied to Syrians and PRS alike and that no additional restrictions 

on entry by PRS have been introduced. UNRWA has also received 

assurances that the same will apply in case of a mass in"ux of refugees.

The United Nations, including UNRWA, continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese authorities for equal treatment of all refugees at the border. 

Palestine  refugees  in  Lebanon  are  not  covered  under  the mandate  

of UNHCR.  Palestine  refugees  that  approach  UNHCR  are  referred  to 

UNRWA.
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Emergency Relief Assistance

In response to an outbreak of diarrhoeal disease in the PRS Qarameh 

gathering, adjacent to Ein el Hilweh Palestine Camp, which claimed the 

lives of two children in one month, UNRWA and partner organisations 

Oxfam, UNICEF and Popular Aid for Relief and Development (PARD) 

undertook a coordinated rapid emergency response to prevent the 

further spread of the disease and to improve hygiene conditions.

A rapid needs assessment was carried out by Oxfam, following which, 

UNICEF and UNRWA provided WASH supplies to Oxfam and its partner 

PARD for their distribution within 72 hours. UNICEF provided 2,000 

soap bars and 120,000 water puri!cation tablets (Aquatabs), while 

UNRWA supplied 190 hygiene kits and 190 water containers (Jerry 

Cans). In addition, PARD !eld sta# will soon commence hygiene 

promotion sessions and demonstration of good hygiene practices 

including hand washing, latrine cleaning, etc. Information Education 

and Communication (IEC) materials will also be distributed.  Oxfam also 

organized and successfully implemented a camp cleaning campaign, a 

water container cleaning campaign using chlorine solution and a latrine 

cleaning campaign, which will henceforth be carried out on a weekly 

basis. 

Education

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreational and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 

subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreational 

activities. Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular 

classes. 

Monday 16 September 2013 was the !rst day of school for the PRS 

students. All students and teachers turned up to their schools in all areas 

except for Nahr El Bared Camp, where schools are currently closed due 

to on-going protests by the Palestinian Popular Committees. Back-to-

school kits as well as textbooks, funded by the EU, UNICEF and ANERA, 

were distributed to all PRS students.   

The number of PRS students currently enrolled in UNRWA schools has 

reached 6,687 leading to the recruitment of additional teachers to cope 

with the rapid increase. Currently, 5,413 students are attending special 

classes and 1,274 are attending regular classes. UNRWA is actively 

encouraging parents to enrol their children in school. UNRWA has 

prepared a strategy for both the continuing education needs of those 

who are currently enrolled as well as newcomers. PRS students are 

automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon enrollment. 

Health

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 

through its 28 Health Centres. Together with donors and partners 

UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary 

hospitalization for emergency and life-saving conditions. While UNRWA 

covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions, to date, 

almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO partners.


