
   
  l

e
b

an
o

n
 �

e
ld

 o
�

ce

u
n

rw
a

Highlights 12 - 25 October 2013

• The number of PRS recorded with UNRWA in Lebanon is 49,500 

• An estimated 150 PRS enter Lebanon daily through Maznaa border 

(1,050 PRS/week)

• The number of PRS students in UNRWA schools is 7,216

• 60,840 PRS have received services in UNRWA Health Centres since 

July 2012

Numbers and Location 

The current number of PRS living in Lebanon is 49,500, of which 52% live 

in camps, while the rest live in private rented accomodations or informal 

gatherings.

Map: Location per area of 49,500 PRS compared with estimated number of 

Palestine refugees in Lebanon (PRL).

 

Funding since January 2013

UNRWA through its Syria crisis response in Lebanon (January – June 

2013), originally requested $13.30 million to serve 20,000 PRS, however, 

following a re-assessment of needs, this �gure was revised upwards to 

$20.4 million. The total appeal for the period January - December 2013 

is $65 million. Since January 2013, $56 million has been received or 

committed. In addition, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) has 

provided an in-kind donation of three sta! members (a WASH specialist, 

an Emergency Coordinator and a Management Information O�cer).
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In addition, a new Emergency Room Service at contracted  secondary 
care hospitals has been introduced for PRS. In most secondary care 
contracted hospitals (Palestine Red Crescent Society hospitals) these 
patients will be fully covered, while in the  other secondary care hospitals 
UNRWA shall cover only 40,000LL.

Since April 2013, UNRWA has also supported PRS patients su�ering 

from critical health conditions through services provided by the CARE 

programme. This means that additional support will be provided to 

patients to cover their expensive medical bills including hospitalization 

($8000 and more), cancer medications and radiotherapy sessions, as 

well as treatment for people su�ering from Multiple Sclerosis & Sickle 

Cell Anemia & Thalassemia. Since April 2013, seven patients received 

assistance for In-patient hospitalization and one for cancer treatment 

through the CARE programme.

Education

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreational and psychosocial 

needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 

subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreational 

activities. Some PRS children have been enrolled in regular classes. 

Following a rapid increase in the number of PRS students to 7,216, a 

new special center was opened in Tyre to accommodate the additional 

students. Some arrangements were made in existing centers, and to 

date 310 new teachers have been recruited for the school year 2013-

2014 to cope with the situation.     

Additional Back to School kits, uniforms and textbooks were distributed 

to all PRS students.  The latter were funded by EU, UNICEF and ANERA.  

The number of PRS students enrolled in UNRWA schools has increased 

to 7,216 PRS students. Currently, 6,170 students are enroleed in special 

classes and 1,046 are enrolled in regular classes. UNRWA is actively 

encouraging parents to enroll their children in school. The Agency 

has prepared a strategy for both the continuing education needs of 

those who are currently enrolled and newcomers. PRS students are 

automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon registration.

Protection, Legal Status and Advice

PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA to provide 

it with their details. PRS who do not record with UNRWA in Lebanon will 

not be able to bene!t from some of the assistance provided. 

PRS    continue    to    be    issued    seven    day    transit    visas  (valid  for  

15 days)  costing LBP 25,000 ($17) upon  their  arrival  in Lebanon. On 

the expiry of this entry visa, PRS were initially required to obtain a three-

month short-term stay visa at a cost of LBP 50,000 ($33).  In February 

2013 a circular issued by the Directorate General of General Security 

stipulated that PRS can obtain the visa for a period of three months  free  

of  charge. The  government had previously announced an amnesty in 

September 2012 which allows  PRS  with expired  visas  to  return  to  

Syria  within one year of their entry to Lebanon without  being  subject  

to  !nes  at  the border. This provision remains in place to date.  PRS who 

wish to remain in Lebanon for more than a year are expected to pay a 

300,000 LL ($200) fee. Those who pay the fee will be able to continue to 

renew their three month temporary residence for another year. 

Since August 2013 there continues to be a number of  refugees from 

Syria (including PRS) that have been  denied  entry  into  Lebanon.  

UNRWA continues to liaise with the General Security O"ce in order to 

facilitate humanitarian cases entry into Lebanon. In addition, UNRWA 

is also experiencing an increased demand for legal assistance from PRS 

who do not possess a valid visa to remain in Lebanon.

The protection team is currently conducting household assessments 

for  all unaccompanied and separated minors  PRS. The minors will 

be referred internally to services where possible and externally to 

appropriate service providers including psychological counseling 

services.

The United Nations, including UNRWA, continues to advocate with the 

Lebanese authorities for equal treatment of all refugees at the border. 

Palestine  refugees  in  Lebanon  are  not  covered  under  the mandate  

of UNHCR.  Palestine  refugees  that  approach  UNHCR  are  referred  to 

UNRWA.

united nations relief and works agency

for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

Emergency Relief Assistance

Phase three of the distribution of ATM cards took place on 25 October 

for the PRS who recorded with UNRWA between 1 September and 15 

October 2013. In total, UNRWA has assisted 13,000 families with cash 

assistance through the ATM cards system to date.

Coordination

After coordination with partners and following the UNHCR standards, 

UNRWA has !nalized its winterization package to include:

• 100$/family for fuel per month, in the Beqaa (worse weather 

conditions) and other areas which are above 500m high 

• 50$/family for a heater

• 50$/family for clothing

• 40$/child for up to 20,000 children (0-18 of age)

• 10$/person for a high thermal blanket

The distribution of winterization packages will bene!t up to 60,000 PRS 

by the end of March 2014.

Health

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 

through its 27 Health Centres. Together with donors and partners 

UNRWA is covering primary health as well as secondary and tertiary 

hospitalization for emergency and life-saving conditions. While UNRWA 

covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions, to date, 

almost 40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO partners.

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and is mandated to provide assistance and protection to a population of 

some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to achieve 

their full potential in human development, pending a just solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass education, health care, relief and social 

services, camp infrastructure and improvement, micro!nance and emergency assistance. UNRWA is funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions.

Contact:

r.akel@unrwa.org


