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Highlights 30 November to 03 January 2014

• 51, 300 PRS recorded with UNRWA in Lebanon 
• 7,338 PRS students enrolled in UNRWA schools in Lebanon
• 14,177 PRS families have received an ATM card and were credited 

for December food & housing distribution
• 

Numbers and Locations 
The current number of PRS living in Lebanon is approximately 51,300 
of which 51% are residing in the camps,  while the rest live outside 
the camps or in informal gatherings. It should be noted that while the 
number of those arriving to Lebanon at the Masnaa border crossing who 
are already recorded with UNRWA has remained relatively unchanged 
over the last six weeks, there has not been any significant increase in the 
number of newly recorded PRS.

 

Map: Location per area of 51,300 PRS compared with estimated number of Palestine 
Refugees in Lebanon (PRL).

Funding 2013-2014
The total appeal for the period January - December 2013 is US$65 
million. The total dondations received in 2013 was US$ 53,666,006.  
On 16 December, UNRWA launched its 2014 Appeal. To date, a total of 
US$ 35,639,957 has been received for 2014. In addition to this funding, 
there have also been a number of in-kind donations, including three 
secondments by the Government of Sweden. 

   

 

Table: Total Donations Received by UNRWA for PRS 2013 - 2014
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DONORS FUNDED

European Union (total): $24,152,859

United States of America $14,000,000
UK Department for International Development (DFID) $12,424,798
Germany $15,344,085

UNICEF $4,196,572
Kuwait $3,500,000
Japan $3,500,000
France $2,652,520
OCHA (total): $2,500,000

Italy $1,955,671
Australia $1,909,400
Norway $1,164,431
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) $826,118
Ireland $688,705
Qatar Red Crescent Society (QRCS) $250,000
American Friends of UNRWA $106,000
Iceland $50,000 
Hungary $42,691 
Asfari Foundation $32,154 
Les amis du Liban a Monaco $9,959 
Total for 2013 $53,666,006 
Total for 2014 $35,639,957 

  ERF $1,000,000

  Federal Office $5,301,026
  KfW $10,043,059

Updated Appeal (Jan - December 2013)

  EC $12,250,904
  IfS $10,577,825
  ECHO $1,324,130

  CERF $1,500,000



The number of PRS students enrolled in UNRWA schools has increased to
7,338 PRS students: 86% are attending special classes for PRS including 
recreational activities and 14% are integrated in UNRWAs regular 
classes for Palestine Refugees in Lebanon. UNRWA continues to actively 
encourage parents to enroll their children in school. The Agency has 
prepared a strategy for both the continuing education needs of those who 

are currently enrolled and newcomers. PRS students are automatically 
admitted to UNRWA schools upon registration.

Shelter Rehabilitation
During the month of December, UNRWA completed shelter rehabilitation 
works in collective centres for PRS in Ein el-Hilweh and Mieh Mieh Camps 
which benefitted 11 families. Additional shelter rehabilitation projects 
have been assessed and approved for 36 families in these two camps 
which will commence in the New Year. 

Works have also been undertaken to improve the educational facilities 
for PRS students. Additional classrooms have been constructed in 
Rashidieh Camp and El Buss Camp to accommodate PRS students and 
the construction of an outdoor sheltered area has also been approved for 
Haifa School in the Central Lebanon Area. 

Protection, Legal Status and Advice
PRS arriving in Lebanon are encouraged to approach UNRWA to record 
their details. To that end, UNRWA has established an outreach project 
which is based in Beqaa.  Those who do not record with UNRWA in 
Lebanon will not be able to benefit from some of the assistance provided.  
The protection team has begun another round of household assessments 
for unaccompanied and separated minors, of whom 116 have been 
identified across the country. UNRWA continues to provide support for 
both PRS and PRL minors who require assisted devices through funding 
from UNICEF.

Of particular concern in recent weeks and months is the plight of 
increasing numbers of PRS whose visas have expired and who are being 
required to pay 300,000 LBP ($200) per person to renew their visa and 
thereby extend their legal stay in Lebanon. This issue is of growing 
importance as many of the PRS now present in Lebanon arrived around 
12 months ago due to a spike in violence around PRS settlements in Syria 
at this time. UNRWA, in coordination with other UN agencies in Lebanon, 
is currently seeking clarification from the Lebanese General Security on 
the visa options available to PRS once they have been in Lebanon for 
more than one year. Legal status in Lebanon is critical for their protection 
vis-à-vis the Lebanese authorities and also ensures that PRS are able to 
officially register any changes to their or their families’ legal status in 
Lebanon (e.g. marriage, birth, deaths). UNRWA continues to provide legal 
advice and assistance to PRS who do not possess a valid visa to remain 
in Lebanon.  

Since August 2013, a number of refugees from Syria (including PRS) have 
been denied entry into Lebanon, and this situation continues.  UNRWA 
liaises with representatives of the General Security Office in order to 
facilitate entry into Lebanon for humanitarian cases and has a dedicated 
staff member at the Masnaa borders crossing to undertake this work. 

PRS who are able to enter the country continue to be issued with a seven 
day transit visa (valid for 15 days) costing 25,000 LBP ($17) upon their 
arrival in Lebanon. Upon the expiry of this entry visa, PRS were initially 
required to obtain a three-month short-term stay visa at a cost of 50,000 
LBP ($33). In February 2013 a circular issued by the Directorate General 
of General Security stipulated that PRS can obtain the visa for a period of 
three months free of charge. The Government announced an amnesty in 
September 2012 which allows  PRS with expired  visas  to  return  to  Syria  
within one year of their entry to Lebanon without  being  subject  to fines  
at  the border. This provision remains in place to date.  

The United Nations, including UNRWA, continues to advocate with the 
Lebanese authorities for the equal treatment of all refugees at the border, 
and in particular in response to the difficulties faced by PRS whose visas 
have expired. Palestine refugees in Lebanon are not covered under 
the mandate of UNHCR.  Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR are 
referred to UNRWA.

united nations relief and works agency
for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

Contact: r.akel@unrwa.org

Emergency Relief Assistance
The Winterization Programme was implemented in December by 
UNRWA in conjunction with its partners to provide additional support 
to PRS families. Basic winterization assistance was distributed to 14,177 
families from 5 December onwards. (This figure represents 93% of the 
total number PRS families who are currently recorded with the Agency, 
distributions to the remainder will follow in January.) This distribution 
took the form of a cash contribution towards the cost of providing adult 
clothing (US$50 per family), children’s clothing (provided by UNICEF at 
a value of US$40 per child) and one month’s fuel allowance (valued at 
US$100). 

Further assistance was provided to PRS families by UNRWA and its 
partners. This package included 1 blanket per person (valued at US$10), 
a heater (valued at US$50), together with fuel refill. UNRWA covered 
76% of the beneficiaries, with partner agencies meeting the balance of 
24% (either by in-kind, voucher or cash contributions). In addition to the 
above, bedding kits were distributed by UNRWA in the Beqaa area to 
1,720 families between 2 – 20 December. 

Assistance provided by UNRWA has been distributed by crediting ATM 
cards which were issued to beneficiaries in autumn. The only exception 
to this was in the case of separated or unaccompanied minors, who were 
supported directly by members of UNRWA’s Protection team by way of 
household visits and payments from UNRWA’s local Area Offices. 

The regular distribution for housing and food assistance also took place 
in December, targeting a total of 14,011 PRS families across Lebanon. 
ATM cards were credited with 200,000 LBP per family of 1-3 persons and 
300,000 LBP for families of more than 3 persons in relation to housing 
assistance and with 50,000 LBP per person for food assistance.

The joint UNRWA – WFP needs assessment has been completed and 
results are being compiled. The final report will be ready by the end of 
January and results will be shared with donors. 

Health
UNRWA continues to provide medical consultations and medication 
through its 27 Health Centres. Thanks to generous contributions from 
donors, UNRWA is covering the cost of primary health care services for 
PRS as well as contributing towards the costs of secondary and tertiary 
hospitalization for emergency and life-saving conditions. While UNRWA 
covers 50% of tertiary emergency and life-saving conditions, almost 
40% of the remaining share has been covered by NGO partners to date.

The funding from donors has also enabled the Agency to enhance the 
services offered to PRS. In the Beqaa, for example, the Bar Elias Health 
Centre is now operating on a full-time basis since the beginning of 
December, and has also introduced a new Dental Unit as part of the 
health services provided.

Education
In close cooperation with UNICEF as a one of its partner agencies, 
UNRWA is responding to the educational, recreational and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 
subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreational 
activities.  Stationary and supplies have been sent to PRS schools in the 
5 Areas.


