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Highlights 19 Dec - 17 January 2013
•	 Lebanon saw an influx of Palestine refugees from Syria (PRS) 

in the week following 16 December. Hundreds of individuals 
crossed the border each day following the escalation of the 
conflicts in Yarmouk area in Damascus. The total number of 
PRS increased from 12,000 in mid December to over 18,000 in  
early January.

•	 On 27-30 December, UNRWA distributed $25 food vouchers 
and $40 in cash per person to approximately 17,000 PRS in 13 
locations across Lebanon.

•	 UNRWA started operating a newly developed on-line 
registration and distribution system simultaneously with the 
distribution.

•	 Charlie Rapoport (c.rapoport@unrwa.org) joined UNRWA as 
Emergency Coordinator in late December. He will be working 
exclusively on Syria emergency responses. He is seconded by 
the Swedish agency MSB.

Numbers and distribution 
It is estimated that the number of PRS in Lebanon now exceeds 
18,000 individuals. The approximate distribution of PRS across the 
country is:

UNRWA Appeal and Funding
On 19 December, UNRWA launched its updated Syria Response 
Plan for the period January – June 2013 covering the humanitarian 
needs of Palestine refugees affected by the conflict in Syria.  The 
Plan requires $13.3 million for activities in Lebanon to serve an 
estimated population of 20,000 Palestine refugees from Syria.

Funding since September 2012

* Project-Funded, not a part of the appeal

Distribution of Assistance to PRS

a. Cash Assistance

Between 27 - 30 December, UNRWA carried out a cash distribution  
of $40 per person to over 17,000 individual PRS using an online 
registration and distribution database that was custom made for 
the PRS issue.  The distribution took place in 13 distribution sites 
(many of which were operating simultaneously) across the coun-
try. This distribution was funded by donations from UN Central 
Emergency Response Fund.

b. Food Assistance

During the same period, UNRWA also distributed food vouchers of 
$25 per person to the same recepients and in the same distribution 
sites. This distribution was funded by donations from Saudi Arabia 
and USA.
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UNRWA Education Updates

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of schooling age with special classes focusing on 
subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreation 
activities.  Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in regular 
classes. As of January 2013, students in the special classes have started to 
learn the basic competencies of the Syrian curriculum. A three day training 
was held on the 18th,  19th and 20th of December 2012 by education 
specialists in Saida, Central Lebanon, and the North in order to train 74 
selected teachers who will be teaching the PRS students in five areas over 
Lebanon. The training focused on the Syrian Curriculum including Arabic, 
English, Math and Science. Moreover, meetings have been held with the 
Head Teachers of the schools in which the PRS children are enrolled in 
order to explain the third phase and materials are being produced and 
distributed to the children.

Following the influx of PRS to Lebanon since mid-December 2012 
and after the winter break, the number attending UNRWA schools has 
increased to 1,700 PRS students. UNRWA has prepared a strategy for both 
the continuing education needs of those who are currently enrolled and 
newcomers. PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA schools 
upon registration. Currently, 1,200 students are attending special classes 
and 500 are attending regular classes. All new arrivals are now being 
enrolled in special classes.

Distribution to PRS students

In cooperation with the Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), school bags, 
stationery and jackets are being distributed to PRS students in UNRWA 
schools in all areas, UNRWA will continue the cooperation with NGOs to 
provide the PRS with support, especially the winterization packages.

Protection, legal status and advice
PRS continue to be issued on arrival in Lebanon with seven day transit visas 
which are valid for 15 days. Existing procedures permit PRS to renew their 
visas for a period of one to three months. The procedure of dealing with 
the issue of PRS overstaying their visas has remained the same whereby 
they can leave Lebanon to return to Syria without paying any fee. UNRWA 
believes this to be valid until further notice.  The United Nations (including 
UNRWA) continues to advocate with the Lebanese Government for an 
easing of visa procedures. 
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c. Winter items

UNRWA continues to work in close collaboration with other partners 
including DRC, TDH Italy, NRC, Islamic Relief and Caritas in order to 
ensure the winterization needs of the PRS are met. 

d. Non-food items

UNRWA is helping a  number of  organizations  and charities 
in  providing   a coordinated  response to the  NFI  needs  of    PRS 
throughout the country. Coordination mechanisms exist in 
most camps and gatherings and are run under the overall 
direction of a Central  Coordination  body chaired  by UNRWA.

UNRWA Health Updates 
UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 
through its 27 health centres. Together with donors and partners, 
UNRWA also administers emergency/life-saving hospitalization and 
deliveries.


