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Highlights 18 - 30 January 2013

• The number of Palestine Refugees from Syria (PRS) that have 
approached UNRWA in Lebanon has now exceeded 20,000. 

• Hundreds of PRS continue to cross the border each day, with 
some returning back to Syria. The President of Lebanon has 
pledged that the border with Syria will remain open for both 
Syrian and Palestinians. 

• Over two thousand PRS children are enrolled in UNRWA 
classes and 250 PRS families have received health services 
from UNRWA so far. 

Numbers and distribution 

It is estimated that the number of PRS in Lebanon is now over 
20,000 individuals. The approximate distribution of PRS across the 
country is:

UNRWA Appeal and Funding

The Regional Syria Humanitarian Response Plan issued in September 
2012 appealed for $8,26 million for activities in Lebanon. As of 31 
December 2012, a total of $1,05 million were funded and $608,563 
were spent. On 19 December 2012, UNRWA launched the updated 
Response Plan for the period January – June 2013. The Plan requires 
$13.3 million for activities to serve the estimated 20,000 Palestine 
refugees from Syria. $6,10 million have already been received and 
$940,179 spent. 

Funding and Expenditure since 
September 2012

APPEAL 1 (Sept – Dec 2012): $8,260,000

APPEAL 2 (Jan – Jun 2013): $13,300,000
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UNRWA Education Updates

UNRWA has responded to the education, recreation and psychosocial 
needs of PRS children of school-age with special classes focusing on 
subjects including Arabic, English and Arithmetic as well as recreation 
activities.  Additionally, some PRS children have been enrolled in 
regular classes. 

Classes re-commenced on 3 January 2013. Teachers involved in 
teaching the special classes have been better equipped to teach 
children from grades 2 to 8. This teaching material is now based on 
the competencies and skills presented in both the Lebanese and 
Syrian Curriculums. These materials and accompanying supportive 
lesson-plans are targeting students in special classes and aim at 
facilitating the students’ learning process. Currently, the Education 
Core Unit’s Education Specialists (ES’s) are preparing part II of the 
teaching material matching the PRS students’ levels and educational 
background.

The number of PRS attending UNRWA schools has increased to 2,142 
students. UNRWA has prepared a strategy for both the continuing 
education needs of those who are currently enrolled and newcomers. 
PRS students are automatically admitted to UNRWA schools upon 
registration. Currently 1,507 students are attending special classes 
and 635 are attending regular classes. All new arrivals are now being 
enrolled in special classes.

Daily attendance rate for PRS students enrolled in special classes , 23 January 

Protection, legal status and advice
Palestine refugees are not covered under the mandate of UNHCR. 
Palestine refugees that approach UNHCR will be referred to UNRWA 
for assistance, its mandate is to cover all Palestine refugees.  PRS 
arriving in Lebanon are therefore encouraged to approach UNRWA 
installations to provide the Agency with their details. PRS who are not 
recorded with UNRWA in Lebanon will not be able to bene!t from 
UNRWA services and distributions. 

PRS continue to be issued on arrival in Lebanon with seven day transit 
visas which are valid for 15 days. Existing procedures permit PRS to 
renew their visas for a period of one to three months. The procedure 
of dealing with the issue of PRS overstaying their visas has remained 
the same whereby they can leave Lebanon to return to Syria without 
paying any fee. This remains valid until further notice.  The United 
Nations (including UNRWA) continues to advocate with the Lebanese 
Government for an easing of the visa procedures.

united nations relief and works agency
for palestine refugees in the near east

www.unrwa.org

Distribution of Assistance to PRS

a. Coordination

UNRWA has strengthened the coordination mechanism and started 
the process of a humanitarian needs and response mapping exercise. 
The results of this  exercise is expected in the upcoming month. Con-
tingency planning for the next three months in order to adequately 
prepare UNRWA and partner organizations for various scenarios has 
recently begun.  Partner organizations and UNRWA are coordinating 
in order to agree on caseload and the appropriate humanitarian re-
sponse. 

b. Distributions

In order to cover the increasing number of families recently arriving 
UNRWA has  started prepositioning150 family kits in Wavel camp, 
Beqa’a for the new comers. Stock will be prepositioned in the !ve 
areas across the country for immediate assistance to the new comers

c. Information Management

UNRWA is in the process of establishing a comprehensive 
information management response to the current crisis. UNRWA, 
with assistance from the MDC and partners, is developing a mapping 
of consolidated data, including information on Education, Health, 
NFIs, FIs, and Demographic information. The aim is to provide a broad 
range of assessable information to be used by humanitarian actors, 
community based organizations and donors.  

d. Non-food items

UNRWA is helping a  number of  organizations  and charities in  
providing   a coordinated  response to the  NFI  needs  of    PRS 
throughout the country. UNRWA is working in close coordination with 
partner organizations in order to ensure coverage for all newcomers. 
These coordination mechanisms exist in most camps and gatherings 
and are run under the overall direction of a Central  Coordination  
body chaired  by UNRWA. The next update will include the new 
cash distributions and the newcomer distributions that are planned. 

UNRWA Health Updates 

UNRWA continues to deliver medical consultations and medications 
through its 27 health centres. Together with donors and partners, 
UNRWA also administers emergency/life-saving hospitalization and 
deliveries.


