Relief & Social Services
Women'’s Programme

Mission of the Programme

To promote the advancement of Palestine refugee
women as equal partners in the development pro-
cess, by strengthening their role and active participa-
tion in the advancement of their families and the
community.

Profile

The Women's Programme not only provides Palestine
refugee women with unique and socially acceptable
venues for socializing and participating in cultural
and recreational activities, the Programme also offers
a wide range of integrated services to enhance the
knowledge and capabilities of women, such as skills
training, advice and education. These services are
delivered by a network of 65 community based
Women's Programme Centres (WPCs) located across
UNRWA's five fields of operation. The WPCs play a
pivotal role in strengthening the economic status and
social development of refugee women by helping
them to become more self reliant. Girls, housewives,
unemployed women, potential entrepreneurs, illiter-
ate women, students (boys and girls) and children all
participate in the Programme, and the steady rise of
participants at WPCs over the years testifies to their
success and the role they play in empowering
community members.

The Women'’s Programme, through the capacity build-
ing of its staff and community volunteers, is imple-
menting the following strategies to help empower
women and reduce social, economic and legal
gender imbalances in order to eliminate discrimina-
tion against women:

- Economic self-reliance to encourage refugee
women to enhance their economic status and
strengthen their self-confidence by acquiring
marketable skills to increase their access to
employment and income generation;
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- Participation in decision making and leadership
to enhance women’s role within the family and
community by building their capacity and en-
couraging their involvement in managing Com-
munity Based Organizations (CBOs) and activities;
and

- Promoting human rights to increase refugee
women'’s knowledge of their human and civil rights
and to help them address social and legal concerns
in a more effective manner. Activities include:
awareness  raising sessions on early marriage,
domestic violence and human rights; advocacy
campaigns; and the provision of legal services
free-of-charge.

History

In 1953 UNRWA set up 22 sewing centres to provide
women with traditional skills training in sewing,
knitting and the famous traditional Palestinian
embroidery. In the late 1980s, sewing centres and
women’s activity centres were converted into multi-
purpose Women's Programme Centres to serve as
focal points in the refugee camps for UNRWA's work

Palestine refugee women have access to
computer labs provided by the Community
Based Organizations, (Photo courtesy of
Ugo Panella, 2008).
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The Women’'s Programme Centre in Nahr
El-Bared, Lebanon plays an important role

serving the community following the
destruction of the camp in 2007, (Photo
courtesy of Rana Zawawi, 2008).
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-rnment institutions addressing wom-
en’s issues and concerns; and



