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Children and Youth Programme

Mission of the Programme

To enhance the well-being of children and youth, and
to promote their participation in positive activities
consistent with their level of development while
taking into consideration conventions on their rights,
primarily the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Profile

The UNRWA Children and Youth Programme offers a
range of activities and services to young Palestine
refugees that are designed to encourage positive
attitudes and healthy socialization of young people,
along with building their confidence, self-esteem and
communication skills. The Programme focuses on
children between the ages of six and fourteen and
youth between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four,
but it also extends its services to other community
members, including non-refugees. Many of the activi-
ties are focused on encouraging young refugees to
become involved in community improvement initia-
tives such as camp cleaning campaigns, elderly
assistance or community dispute resolution. Other
activities teach life and leadership skills through
personal development activities that promote their
overall well-being, and help them to reach their full
potential. The aim is to build their sense of belonging,
purpose and direction, and to help them to under-
stand the need to work with others and engage in
community service.

The Children and Youth Programme adopts commu-
nity participation, life skills and leadership develop-
ment and creating a culture of peace as key strategies
in addressing the needs of children and youth.
Through the Community Based Organizations (CBOs)
a number of services and social activities are provided
by the Programme, and they include:

- Creative workshops in photography, theatre, art and
story telling;

- Apprenticeship programmes to enable refugees to
obtain marketable job skills;

- Educational games and development programmes
for young people with learning difficulties;

- Support groups for young people to discuss life
problems;

- Seminars on areas such as vocational training,
employment and health issues;

- Awareness raising sessions on human rights, child
rights and local laws;

- Project management assistance for groups of young
people running their own community initiatives;

- Sports days and recreational events coordinated in
conjunction with local NGOs and sports clubs;

- Summer camps which involve recreational and
cultural activities over a few days;

+ Access to computer labs and internet facilities;

- Life skills training for youth such as time manage-
ment, conflict resolution and communication skills;

- Programmes specifically for young women to help
them become more involved in community activi-
ties; and

- Supporting children’s educational activities at CBOs
which provide educational and recreational activi-
ties to refugees both with and without a disability.

Young boys at UNRWA's Neirab Camp in
Syria, (2008).
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n.This is just one of the many
musical instruments young refugees are
encouraged to learn as part of Relief and
Social Services organized youth activities,
(2006).
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