
Summer Games 2009
Background

Children and youth are the most vulnerable in Gaza’s 
present situation characterised by death, destruction, 
poverty, and despair. Young Gazans - 50 per cent 
of the total population - have few or no outlets for 
recreation, particularly during the long summer 
months. 

For the last three years, UNRWA has responded on 
an unprecedented scale with the largest ever youth 
recreational initiative in Gaza.  Building on the success 
of Summer Games 2007 and 2008 and responding 
to the wishes of parents and children, Summer 
Games 2009 drew 250,000 kids with diversified set 
of activities, providing a creative learning experience 
and opportunities to develop skill sets - foundations 
upon which the potential for a better future rests. 
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Activities
Over the course of eight weeks, children in the 
thousands made their way to UNRWA Summer 
Games locations on Gaza’s beaches, in UNRWA 
schools, and Community Based Organizations. 
Beach Locations – as the most popular locations 
in 2008, UNRWA expanded its beach locations from 
15 to 25 where 40,000 of the most disadvantaged 
children received swimming training, engaged in 
sports and games, and nourished their creative side 
with arts and crafts. 
UNRWA schools and Community Based 
Organizations – utilizing all 121 school buildings and 
various CBOs, UNRWA transformed these locations 
into recreational areas, introducing swimming pools, 
giant slides, and bouncy castles. Children enjoyed 
volleyball, basketball, ping pong, races, and dance; 
they explored their skills in arts and crafts including 
kite-making, modelling, and painting murals on the 
outer schools walls. 

Theatre and Drama – 1,600 particularly gifted 
students were offered a chance to maximise their 
potential with theatre training, culminating in large 
public performances.  

Special Activities
Guinness Record Breaking Kite Festival – 
nearly 6,000 children gathered on the beaches to 
break the World Record for the most kites flown 
simultaneously, with kites made during Summer 
Games. Guinness World Records confirmed that 
Gaza’s children are world champions with 3,710 kites 
flown simultaneously, breaking the previous record of 
967 set in Germany. 
Museum Excursions – 5,000 participants from 
the most vulnerable families of Gaza were taken to 
Gaza’s recently built archaeological museum to learn 
of Gaza’s rich heritage. 
Hospitals and Orphanages – the Games were 
extended to ten hospitals and two orphanages where 
1,400 children enjoyed puppet and theatre shows, 
clowns, and cartoons. 
Final Festivals – parents and guests attended end 
of session festivals in all 164 locations and larger 
governorate festivals where children showcased their 
arts and crafts and other skills gained through sport, 
swimming, and dancing. 


