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LEBANON FIELD UPDATE  

 
Advisory Commission meeting, 9-10 June 2009 

 
 

Tuesday 9 June, 10:15 – 12:15 
 
 
OPERATIONAL CONTEXT 
 

 The political climate in Lebanon, leading up to Parliamentary elections on 7 June, 
determined the operational environment in the past six months. 

 Palestinian refugees have hardly come up in the election campaign. Many seem to 
have accepted that that improving living conditions for Palestinians does not 
equal settlement. 

 The security situation remained stable even though the Gaza War fostered tension 
and despite a number of incidents in camps, the most significant of which was the 
assassination of Kamal Midhat, the PLO second-in-command, in March. 

 Continuation of the policies of the Lebanese-Palestinian Dialogue Committee 
(LPDC). Very pleased to welcome the Chairman of LPDC, Ambassador Khalil 
Makkawi, to the Advisory Commission meeting. 

 After many delays now ready for the start of work in Nahr el-Bared camp – 
reconstruction of which is a common priority for UNRWA, PLO and LPDC. 

 Socio-economic conditions remain deplorable for Palestinians in Lebanon – 
shelters are below acceptable standards, there are restrictions on access to 
employment, lack of rights to own property or to pass on to relatives, etc. 

 
 
NAHR EL BARED RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT 
       

 Out of the 27,000 refugees displaced by the NBC-crisis two years ago 
approximately 15,500 had by March of this year returned to the area adjacent to 
the camp, either to rented accommodation, collective centers, private homes or the 
temporary shelters built by UNRWA. 

 Relief operation continues – rental subsidies, etc. + construction of 232 new 
temporary housing units (inaugurated in April) bringing the total of shelters built 
to around 800 (for 650 families).  

 Rubble will have been cleared by end of July (80% currently), as will UXOs 
 All necessary approvals have been secured to start work in the camp, apart for 

final details with regards to the discovery of archeological artifacts (site to be 
backfilled per decision by the Council of Ministers). 

 Reconstruction of the first of eight packages of Nahr el-Bared will take up to a 
year. We hope to complete two packages (1 & 2) in 2010. This would mean that 
about 1,240 families (approx. 6,000 people) could return to the camp in 2010.  
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 Pledges of US$67,3 million confirmed to UNRWA + US$10,3 million into the 
Multi-Donor Trust Fund administered by the World Bank. 

 The pledges to date will only allow UNRWA to reconstruct two of the eight 
packages of the camp + part of the third package.  

 
 

REGULAR OPERATIONS 
 

 Review and reform of Education undertaken 
 New secondary school opened in Beqaa in February. Seeking ways to go 

to single shift through better utilization of space and review of class 
formations 

 Positive relationship with Ministry of Education. 
 A number of Palestinians now enrolled in government schools. 
 New focus for EU Education project – “hardware”-part in good shape with 

a number of new schools being built, others improved. 
 Looking for ways to ensure sustainability of initiatives started under EU 

Project. 
 Review and reform of Health Programme undertaken 

 The issue most commonly raised by refugees, revealing their vulnerability 
 Hospitalization the biggest problem due to costs, particularly tertiary care 
 Formal review of Health Program conducted in April 
 A number of recommendations issued, specialists to be recruited to 

implement.  
 Important infrastructure projects currently being implemented in Beirut camps. 
 Donation from UAERC to rehabilitate 343 shelters in Burj Shemali camp in Tyre. 
 Efforts to improve communication/partnership with NGOs – now meeting 

monthly, specific working groups founded to work on key issues 
 Increased cooperation between UN Agencies. A UN Country Team Working 

Group on Palestinian issues now meeting regularly, objectives defined. 
 FIP-process forced us to take a close look at our operations; important in the long 

run, facilitates evolution of program and operational planning. 
 A number of process reviews undertaken. 

 
 
FUTURE OUTLOOK 
 

 Hopeful and confident that there will be a continuation of current policies with 
regard to Palestinians after Lebanese Parliamentary elections. 

 Reconstruction work in Nahr el-Bared to gain momentum. 
 Double shifting in schools to end in 12 – 18 months. 
 Implementation of fundamental recommendations of Health Review to begin. 
 New focus on Protection: a P-4 Field Protection Officer recruited, three P-3 

Operation Support Officers to come on board and start work. 
 Focus on improving rights for Palestinians, with support of UN Country Team 

Working Group. 


