
UNRWA & the Millennium Development Goals

During the Millennium Summit of September 2000, world leaders adopted the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) as the world’s targets for addressing extreme poverty in its many 

forms – income poverty, hunger, disease, lack of adequate shelter, and exclusion – while promoting 
gender equality, education and environmental sustainability.  

As UNRWA has been committed to the welfare and human development of Palestine refugees for over 
six decades, it is not surprising that the objectives of the MDGs have always been a substantial part of 
the Agency’s mandate. Every day UNRWA implements the MDGs through the provision of education, 
health, relief and social services, infrastructure and camp improvement, and micro-credit assistance 
to over 4.7 million refugees, spread over five geographic areas – Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip.

In the absence of a just and lasting solution to the plight of 4.7 million Palestine refugees, UNRWA seeks to help each of these 
individuals achieve his or her full human potential. It does so by creating conditions on the ground for refugees to enjoy a decent 
standard of living, a long and healthy life, knowledge and skills, and human rights to the fullest possible extent. We believe that to 
invest in the human development of Palestine refugees is to invest in peace. Peace starts here.



The United Nations Relief and Works Agency provides assistance, protection and advocacy for some 4.7 million registered Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria and the occupied Palestinian territory, pending a solution to their plight. The Agency’s services encompass education, health care, social safety-net, camp

Through these services UNRWA strives to help Palestine refugees achieve a decent standard of living, long and healthy lives, knowledge and skills and full
enjoyment of human rights. These goals are formulated according to the UN criteria for human development.

www.unrwa.org
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