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Introduction 

1. By an application filed on 22 October 2018, Mohammad El Farra (the 

“Applicant”) requested the Dispute Tribunal (the “Tribunal”) of the United Nations 

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (“UNRWA”, 

“Agency” or “Respondent”) to give an interpretation of its Judgment El Farra No. 

UNRWA/DT/2018/047 issued on 15 August 2018. 

Facts 

2. Effective 10 July 2013, the Applicant was employed by the Agency on a 

fixed-term appointment as Medical Officer “B”, Grade 14, Step 1, at North Shouneh 

Health Centre. 

3. Effective 1 January 2015, the Applicant was promoted to Grade 15, Step 1, 

and his post was retitled as Head Health Centre “B”.  

4. On 21 June 2015, the Human Resources Services Officer informed the 

Applicant that he would be granted 15 per cent Special Post Allowance (“SPA”) 

with retroactive effect from 1 January 2015. 

5. By letter dated 15 May 2017, the Acting Head Field Human Resources Office 

informed the Applicant that the Agency had decided not to grant him SPA.   

6. On 8 August 2017, the Applicant submitted an application against the 

Agency’s decision not to grant him SPA. 

7. On 15 August 2018, the Tribunal issued its Judgment El Farra No. 

UNRWA/DT/2018/047 (the “Judgment”).  

8. On 22 October 2018, the Applicant filed an application for interpretation of 

the Judgment. This was transmitted to the Agency on 23 October 2018. 

9. By Order No. 203 (UNRWA/DT/2018) dated 11 November 2018, the 

Tribunal ordered the Agency to submit its response to the Applicant’s application 

for interpretation of the Judgment. 



  Case No. UNRWA/DT/JFO/2018/197 

  Judgment No. UNRWA/DT/2018/064 
 

Page 3 of 5 

Applicant’s contention 

10. The Applicant requests an interpretation of the last sentence of the last 

paragraph of the Judgment where the Tribunal held that “[i]f the payment has not 

been executed within the 60-day period, an additional five per cent shall be added 

to the US Prime Rate until the date of the payment”. 

Respondent’s contention 

11. The Respondent submits that the Judgment is clear and without any ambiguity 

and requests the Tribunal to dismiss the application as non-receivable.  

Considerations 

12. Article 12, paragraph 3, of the Statute of the Tribunal provides:  

Either party may apply to the Dispute Tribunal for an 
interpretation of the meaning or the scope of the final 
judgement, provided that it is not under consideration by the 
Appeals Tribunal.  

13. Article 25 of the Rules of Procedure of the Tribunal provides:  

Either party may apply to the Dispute Tribunal through the 
Registrar for an interpretation of the meaning or scope of a 
judgement provided it is not under consideration by the United 
Nations Appeals Tribunal. The application for interpretation 
shall be sent by the Registrar to the other party who shall have 
30 days after receipt to submit comments on the application. 
The Dispute Tribunal will decide whether to admit the 
application for interpretation and, if so, shall issue its 
interpretation.  

14. At the outset, the Tribunal notes that the Judgment is not under consideration 

by the United Nations Appeals Tribunal (the “UNAT”). The Applicant requests an 

interpretation of the last sentence of the last paragraph of the Judgment. The 

Respondent submits that the Judgment is clear and without any ambiguity and 

requests the Tribunal to dismiss the application as non-receivable. 

15. The last paragraph of the Judgment reads as follows:  
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29. In view of the foregoing, the Tribunal DECIDES: 

i) The Agency is to pay 15 per cent SPA to the Applicant with 
retroactive effect from 1 January 2015 and until 31 December 
2016 or before, if there was any change in the applicable rules 
or in the Applicant’s situation, which would prohibit this 
payment; and  

ii) The above-mentioned payment is to be executed within 60 
days of the date this Judgment becomes executable during 
which period the US Prime Rate, applicable as of that date, shall 
apply. If the payment has not been executed within the 60-day 
period, an additional five per cent shall be added to the US 
Prime Rate until the date of the payment.   

16. The Judgment was issued on 15 August 2018. In accordance with Article 7.1 

of the UNAT’s Rules of Procedure, the parties have 60 calendar days to appeal the 

Judgment. If the Judgment is not appealed, it becomes executable. Accordingly, in 

the present case, the Judgment became executable on 15 October 2018, and the 

payment mentioned in the Judgment is to be executed within 60 days from 15 

October 2018, i.e., on or before 14 December 2018. Given the Respondent’s 

response, the Tribunal understands that the Applicant will receive the payment in 

question before 14 December 2018.  

17. With respect to the Applicant’s question about the calculation of interest in 

the event the payment is not executed on or before 14 December 2018, the Tribunal 

holds that the Judgment is clear and without any ambiguity. There is nothing for the 

Tribunal to explain with respect to the calculation of the amount of interest.  
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Conclusion 

18. In view of the foregoing, the Tribunal DECIDES: 

The application is dismissed.  

 

Judge Jean-François Cousin 

Dated this 28th day of November 2018 

Entered in the Register on this 28th day of November 2018 

Laurie McNabb, Registrar, UNRWA DT, Amman 
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